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THE PRINCIPAL; 


OF THE 


General Aſſembly 
CHURCH 
SCOTLAND; 


Holden and begun at EDINBURGH, upon Th 4 rſasy the 
Firſt Day of May 1712, and ending the 15th Day of that 
ame Month: 


| 1 „ g 
ICT appointing the QUEEN's Commiſſion to His Grace 
TOHN Dake of AT HOL to be Recorded. 


At Edinburgh 1. May 1712. Seſſ. 1. 
= > =O HE General Aſſembly being 


| Conveened and Conſtituted, 
there was produced to them, 


publicly read, with all due Honour and ReſpeR, it is, by 
Urder of this Aſſembly, Recorded in their Bboks, ad 


AS 


4 | The ACTS of the EY 
"2 Bye 


The QUEEN's moſt Gracious 


WETPER 


TO THY ” 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


Preſented to them the firſt of MAY 1712. 


ANNE 1 


| IGHT Reverend and Well-beloved, We Greet * 
well: We have had ſo much Experience of your 
D 


cular Mark of Our Regard to you, that We have appoint- 


ed Our Right Truſty and Right Entirely Beloved Couſin | 
and Counſellour, John Duke of Athol! to Repreſent Our 


Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, who, We doubt not, will be 


Acceptable to you. It hath always been Our Concern to 
Imploy Our Authority for Suppreſſing Vice and Immorali- 
ty, and We aſſure you, that ſuch Magiſtrates as ſhall be 
moſt Faithful in Executing the Laws, and Conforming | 


themſelves to Our Royal Pleaſure, ſignified in Our Pro- 
clamations, in puniſhing all ſuch Practices as are a Scandal 
to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, ſhall have moſt of Our Coun- 
tenance and Favour. Left any late Occurrences may have 
poſſeſſed ſome of you with. Fears and Jealouſies, We take 
this ſolemn Occaſion to aſſure you, it is Our firm Purpoſe 
to maintain the Church of Scotland as Eſtabliſhed by Law; 
and whatever Eaſe is given to thoſe who differ from you in 
Points that are not Eſſential, We will however Imploy Our 
utmoſt Care to Protect you from all Inſults, and Redreſs your 
juſt: Complaints: As We are ſenſible that a Pious and Learn- 


ed Miniſtry is (under GOD): the great Support of Chri- 


ſtianity, ſo We are reſolved to Countenance you in your 


Endeavours to promote it. The Addreſs of the Commiſſi- 


on of the late General Aſſembly, which was preſented to Us 


by thoſe Commiſſionated by them to take Care of N 
re, did ſo much maniſeſt their Loyalty uy on 
ws He N 


Affairs he 


© good Conduct in your Aſſemblies, that We have 
very gladly Countenanced by Our Authority this your 
Meeting; And We hope that you will take it as a parti. 
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Affection to Our Royal Perſon and Government, and their 
true Concern for the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, as 
Eſtabliſhed by Law, that it could not but be Acceptable 
to Us: And it gives Us Ground to Expect, That there will 
be nothing in your Procedure, but what ſhall be Dutiful 
to Us, and Agreeable to the Conduct of former Afſemblies : 
And ſo we bid you heartily Farewel. 


Given at Our Court at St. James', the 17th Day 
of April 1712, in the Eleventh Tear of Our Reign; 


By Her Majeſties Command, 
DARTMOUTH: 


Directed thus, 
To the Right Reverend and Well Be- 
loved, the Moderator, Miniſters 
and Elders of the General Aſſembly 
of the Charch of that Part of Oar 
Kingdom of Great Britain, Cal. <2: 2. 
led, SCOTLAND. 5 


tit 

The General Afembly's Anſwer to 

Her Majeſties moſt Gracious Letter. 
Edinburgh, 3. May 1712. Seß. 3: 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | | 2 
JE do accept with all Thankfulneſs Your Majeſty's 
Royal Favour in continuing to Countenance, by Your 
Authority, our Meetings; And do take it as a very parti- 
cular Mark of Your 3 to us, that Lou have been 
pleaſed to appoint the Duke of Athol to Repreſent Your 
oyal Perſon in this Aſſembly: A Choice for us ſo viſtbly 
attended with all deſirable Advantages, ſpecially conſider- 
ing his known Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and againſt 
all Immorality, that we cannot but acknowledge it to be 
moſt Acceptable and Obliging. 3 
Your Majeſty's great Concern to Imploy Your Authori- 
ty for ſuppreſſing Vice and Immorality, doth tend ſo much 
tothe Advancement of the Glory of GOD, and the Inte- 
reſt of our holy Religion, and withal, to the Honour of 
Your Majeſty's Reign, and the Peace and-Quiet of this 
Church and Country, That we muſt ever make it our Wh 
TE © moſt 
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moſt Studie and Endeavour, in our Places and Stations Ty 
promote the Practice of true Chriſtianity, in Oppoſition to 
all Profaneneſs and Impiety : And it is a Satisfaction to 
us, that Your Majeſty is pleaſed to aſſure us, That ſuch 
Magiſtrates,as ſhall be moſt Faithful in executing the Laws 
Profeſſion, ſhall have moſt of Your Majeſty's Countenance 
and Favour : And we humbly preſume to perſwade our 
ſelves, That Your Majeſty will, in Your Royal Wiſdom 
find out ſuch Methods as ſhall be moſt proper for making 
Your pious Purpoſes, expreſſed in Your Proclamations, 


more effectual than - hitherto, to our deep Regret, they 


have been. | 
The late Occurrences, which Your Majeſty is pleaſed 


to take Notice of, have, we muſt acknowledge, poſſeſſed 
us with Fears and Jealouſies : But as we have always im- 
braced, and do at preſent lay hold upon the Aſſurance Your | 


Majeſty is pleaſed to give us, of Your firm Purpoſe to main- 


tain the Church of Scotland as eſtabliſhed by Law, fo we 
cannot but with all dutiful Submiſſion, and in that Truth 


and Ingenuity that becomes the faithful Miniſters and Ser- 


vants of Our LORD JESUS CHRIST, put Your Maje- 


ſty in Mind of theRepreſentations and Petitions laid before 


| You by the Commiſſion of the laſt General Aſſembly, for 
a2 Remedy in theſe Matters; humbly hoping that theſe our 


moſt juſt Complaints may come in due Time and Manner 


to be Redreſſed. 


Your Majeſty's juſt Senſe, that a pious and learned 
Miniſtry is (under GOD ) the great Support of Chriſti- 
anity, doth greatly-Encourage us, to uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours for promoting of it, as being moſt firmly per- 


ſwaded, That Your Majeſties beſt Aſſiſtance to us will * 


ver he wanting in ſo good a Work. 


That the Addreſs of the Commiſſion of the late General 
Aſſembly, preſented to Your Majeſty, aſſerting their Loy- 
alty and good Affection to Vour Majeſty's Royal Perſon 

and Government, and their true Concern for the Succeſ- 


ſion in the Proteſtant Line, of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 


nover, upon which it is Eſtabliſhed by Law, was Accep- 


table to Your Majeſty, is to us moſt Satisfying ; Specially 


ſince Your. Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to take it for a 


Ground to expect, That there will be nothing in our Pro- 
cedure, but what ſhall be Dutiful, it being indeed our 


- moſt earneſt Deſire, ever to Teſtifie to Vour Majeſty, and F 
all Men, our moſt firm and ſteady Loyalty and Affection to 


_ Your Majeſty, and Your Government: And alſo our ſin- 


cere and zealous Concern for the Succeſſion in the Prote® 
ſtant Line, as being certainly the greateſt Securities both F 
ol our Religion and Liberties, and all that can be dear to Fe 
5 Crone mw” 2 
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That Your Majeſty may be Guided and Directed of 
ob in the great and weighty Affairs of Your Govern- 
at, and that after a long and happy Reign upon Earth, 
u may be poſſeſſed of a bleſſed Immortality, ſhall be 
v earneſt and conſtant Prayers of, 


Moy it pleaſe Tour. Majeity, | 


b Tour Majeſi ; moſt Fai ful 
. | 795 it n 
Obedient and moſt Humble Sabjects, . 


The Miniſters and Elders, met in 


this National Aſſembly of the 
Charch of SCOTLAND. | 


& Signed in our Preſence, in our Name, 
: and at our Appoiutment, By 


WILL. HAMILTON Moderator. 
I V. 

AT Concerning the Admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm: 

| Edinburgh. 6. May 1712. Seſſ. 5. 


lidren born, within the Verge of the viſible Church, 
of Parents one or both profeſſing the Chriſtian Reli- 
wo, have a right to Baptiſmm. ; 

t being the Duty of Chriſtian Parents to dedicate on 
uldcen to GOD in Baptiſm, and to Covenant for their 
cation in the Faith of Chriſt, i other Sponſor is to be 
en, unleſs the Parents be dead, or abſent, or groſly 
rant, or under Scandal, or Contumacious to Diſcip- 
o ſuch being unfit to ſtand as Sponſors in tranſacting a 
Penn Covenant with GOD. In which Caſes, the im- 


date Parent, who is in ſuch Circumſtances, is to be 


ured to provide ſome fit Perſon; and if it can be, one 
Ned to the Parent of the Child ſhould be Sponſor : But 
lather of the Parents, whether Father or Mother, give 
Mdence to Church Judicatories, and the Congregation 


al "Faded, of their Repentance, for removing the Scandal, 
dulſpenſion they were under, as to Church Privileges, 


- Joild be taken off, according to the Rules of this Church, 
the penitent Parent ſhould be allowed to preſent the 


Ba 3 
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In the Cafe of Children expoſed, whoſe Baptiſm after Þ in 
Enquiry cannot be known, the Kirk-Seſſion is to order I 80 
the Preſenting of the Child to Baptiſm, and to ſee to the 
Chriſtian Education thereof: And it is recommended to tO 
the Pariſh to take Care of the Maintenance of the Child, of 

The Parent or Sponſor ought to ſpeak to the Miniſter I gr 
of the Pariſh before the Child be offered to Baptiſm, 8 


int 

| the 

ex 
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'A Repreſentation of the Commitee of the Society in Scotland I U 
for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, with an Af of the mo 
General Aſſembly thereupon. 1 m 
Edinburgh May th. 1712. Seſſ. 6. ur 

Vnto the very Reverend, The Moderator, and the Remanent, 25 
Reverend and Honour able Members of the General Aſſembly | 5 
of the Church of SCOTLAND ; = 
The Committee of the Society in SCOTLAND for propagate | 8 
ing Chriſtian Knomledge, . CE 
Hambly Repreſents, | ax 


' "HAT before the Erection of the ſaid Society, the f jy. x 
General Aſſembly 1709, by their ſixth Act, did, J geir 
Out of their great Wiſdom and Zeal for that pious F yp, 
Undertaking of propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, ſeri- pt 
ouſly recommend to all the Miniſters and Elders of this I füffe 
Church, to go through their reſpective Pariſhes, on ſuch 4. 
Days as the ſeveral Presbyteries ſhould appoint, to receive lr 
and collect Subſcriptionꝭ and Contributions for promoving owe 
thereof; And appointed Miniſters on a Sabbath Day before have 
they began this Work, to read and intimate this AG from yy * 
the Pulpit to their reſpective Congregations; And to es. ee 
hort and excite their People to Subſcribe and Contribute; F gy | 
And recommended to the ſeveral Presbyteries, to be care: by wi 
ful to promote Subſcriptions and Collections within * 
Bounds, and to appoint ſome of their Number to Fre! 
in vacant Pariſhes, and to intimate the ſaid Act, and he: 
join with and aſſiſt the Elders or Heretors and Pariſſuonen, 
in taking Subſcriptions and making Collections, and oy 
for Reports from each Miniſter in their Bounds, ee” 4 
a particular Account of the Subſcribers, and Sums ſuv 


ed for, and Money collected in each Pariſh, and to ſt 1 (ele. 
an Extract thereof, ſubſcribed by their Moderator High], 


Clerk, to the Clerk of the Commiſſion, now Secren f 
ent, to n 


the Society; And thereafter, upon Advertiſem 


General Aſſembly, 1712. 9 


in the principal Subſcriptions, and Money collected, to the 
Gciety's Treaſurer. | 
And after the Society was conſtituted, they did apply 
to the General Aſſembly 1710, who, by the eleventh Act 
of that Aſſembly, did enjoin the exact Obſervation of the 
forefaid Act ſixth 1709, and recommended to the ſeveral 
Synods'concerned in the Highlands and Iſlands, to enquire 
into the State of tlic ſeveral Pariſhes in their Bounds, as to 
the Particulars contained in the ſaid Act, and to ſend an 
exat Account thereof to the Secretary of the Society, ſub- 
cribed by their Moderator and Clerk, that the Society 
night the better know what Places of the Country did 
moſt need the Aſſiſtance of Charity-Schools ; And they 
exhorted all Minifters and other charitable Perſons, to put 
their Contributions furthwith in the Treaſurer to the So- 
ciety's Hands. 
And ſince that time, the Society in Purſuance of the 
dious Ends of their Erection, have, by themſelves and their 


| Committees, in the firſt Place, eſſayed all proper Means to 


bring in the Money ſubſcribed for, and to procure more 
Subſcriptions and Contributions, by dealing themſelves 


with Perſons of all Ranks of their Acquaintance, writing 


frequently to the reverend Synods and Presbyteries, and 
particular Miniſters of this Church, to the Juſtices of the 
Peace in their Quarter-Seſſions, and to Magiſtrates of 
Burghs, and by ſettling Societies of Correſpondents, cons 


ting of Gentlemen in the ſeveral Shires, and in ſome of 


the Royal Burrows; And by theſe Means there is come to 
their Treaſurer's Hands about four thouſand four hundred 


{ Pounds Sterling Money: All which, except a very ſmall 


Part, is lent out upon good Security for Annualrent, to 
ficient and reſponſal Hands. Ar N 
And in the next Place, for the due Imploying of the An- 
malrents of this Stock, which only the Society are Im- 
powered to diſpoſe of, the Society and their Committees, 
have made it their Work, to find out the moſt proper 


Laces of the Highlands and Iſands, and remote Corners 
of Scotland, in which they ſhould erect their Charity- 


Schools, and Perſons moſt fit for teaching the ſaid Schools, 
by writing Letters upon that Subject, to the ſeveral Synods 
ad Presbyteries, and particular Miniſters, and Gentle- 
Men concerned in the Highlands and Iſlands, and to the 
kroſeſſors in the Univerſitles. | 

And after having received all the Information rhat they 
uld expect, they agreed to ſet up preſently, eleven Charity- 
Khools, beſide the Catechiſt or School- maſter of St. Xz/da, 


I the following Places, Vir. One in Abertarff, one in 
(leon of Braemarr, a third in Auchintoul, both in the 


Highlands of the Shire of Aberdeen, a fourth in the Pariſh of 
Las in Sutherland, a fifth in the Pariſh of Diearneſs in the 
EE C Country 
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Country of Strathnavar, a ſixth in Erliſh in the "AY 


of Skye, a ſeventh in His Grace the Duke of Atholis High. 
lands, an eighth in Glenelg, a ninth in Harray in the Conti. 


nent of Orkzey,a tenth in the Iſland of Sanday in the North, 


Iſles there; and the eleventh in Ierland. 


The Society have found out a competent Number of 
young Men duely atteſted by their reſpective Presbyteriez,. 
and whom ( upon ſuteable Tryals) they have foun 4 2 
ſufficiently Qualified for Teaching the ſaid Schools; And 
they have ſettled School-Maſters in ſeveral of the forefviq Þ 
Places, and have given them Commiſſions, and the neceſ. 
fary Inſtructions, and are going on with all Diligence to 
ſettle the reſt ; And they have allowed to the School-Maſters 
of the firſt eight Schools, and to the Catechiſt or School. 
Maſter at St. Kz1da, each of them two hundred Pounds 
and to the three Schools in Orkzeyand Zet/and, one hundre 4 x 
Pound Scots each per annum of Salaries, which, with Books 
needful to be furniſhed, goes near to exhauſt all the An. 
nualrents of the Money yet got in; And the Society have 
reſolved, as their Stock encreaſes, to ſettle free Schools 
alſo in the Countries of A int and Garrloch, Glenlivet and 
Tzveraven, and other remote Places that moſt need their 


Aſſiſtance. | 


So that nothing hinders the further Progreſs of that good 
Work, but the Want of a Fund ſufficient to carry it on : 
And as to this, albeit the Committee in the Society's Name, 
does thankfully acknowledge the commendable Zeal and 
Concern of ſome reverend Presbyteries and Miniſters in 
this Matter; Yet they cannot but regrate, that the diſtinct 
and excellent Method laid down by the foreſaid fixth Act 
of the Aſſembly 1709, has not been ſo duely obſerved by 
ſome reverend Presbyteries, as might have been expected, 
whereby it has fallen out, that the Society cannot poſſibly Þ 
get the Names of Subſcribers and Contributers, with their 
Sums ſubſcribed for, and contributed, ſo exactly and regu- 
larly Booked and Recorded, as they propoſed at firſt to do;} 
nor can they for the moſt Part know what Pariſhes and} 
Perſons in Pariſhes have contributed, which deprives them 
of the Means of Dealing with Perſons of Note, and others! 


that are Deficient, and in many other Reſpects exceeding- 


ly prejudges the Work : And there are a great many Preſ- 
byteries and Pariſhes in Scotland, from which there is no 
Contribution at all come in; And the Society are inform- 


ed, that there are ſeveral Subſcriptions taken, and Money 


collected in ſome Pariſhes not yet brought to their Treaſurer's] 
Hands; And there are ſeveral Subſcribers deficient in Pay- 


ment, & many Perſons of Honour & Note, and others chari- 
tably Inclined, who would willingly ſubſcribe and contri- 


bute to this pious Undertaking, if they were applyed to, 
and dealt with for that Bets, 


* - 


„ Which the Society does 
2 Attribute 
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attribute to Forgetfulneſs in ſome of the reverend Mini. 
ters, or perhaps to ſome Prejudices and Miſtakes ariſing 
from Miſrepreſentations, which ſome who are no Friends 
to this Undertaking, do very induſtriouſly propagate, and 
others who are Friends to it, do too eaſily give Credit to. 
For removing whereof, the Society did formerly cauſe print 
and diſperſe a Scheme of their deſigned Management, and 
gow are ready to lay their Books open to any Perſons who 
hall think fit, for their Satisfaction, to peruſe the ſame. 
And ſeing this charitable and pious Undertaking is now 
ſo far advanced, and did it meet with ſuteable Encourage- 


ment, would prove of excellent Uſe to the Nation, both 


with Reſpect to its religious and civil Concerns, and that 
the only probable Way to promote it, is, That the reve- 
end Judicatures and Miniſters of this Church, will reſolve 
to follow exactly the Method preſcribed by the former Acts 
of Aſſembly. TE | 


V therefore humbly entreated, That this Venerable Aſſem- 
(50h would be ple aſed again earneſtly to recommend to the 
reverend Presbyteries and Miniſters, the exact Obſerva- 
tion of the two Acts of Aſſembly above-mentioned, and 
would appoint the reverend Presbyteries, to report to 
their ſeveral Synods an Account of what they have done 
at any time before this, or ſhall hereafter do, in order 
to foreward this pious Deſign, and particularly to re- 
quire an Account of the Diligence of the ſeveral Mi- 
niſters within their Bounds in this Matter, and record 
their Reports in their Books, and would ordain the re- 
werend Synods to take an Account of the Diligence of 
their ſeveral Presbyteries, and record their Reports in 
their Books; And alſo, to report an Account of their 
Diligence to the Commiſſion from time to time, and 
that the venerable Aſſembly will do what elſe they ſhall 
ſee proper for advancing this ſo pious and charitable an 
Undertaking, This in Name and by the Appoint- 
ment of the ſaid Committee, is ſubſcribed by, 
1 JA. FUSTICE, I. P. C. 


THE General Aſſembly having heard and conſidered the 
| Repreſentation of the Committee of the Society in 
Serland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, giving a 
ditin&t Account of the Diligence of that Society, in Proſe- 
cution of the pious Ends of their Erection, and the Progreſs 
they have made in their Work, and of the Things that hin- 
der the further Advance thereof ; They did, and hereby 
doagain renew the Recommendations of former Aſſemblies, 
to the ſeveral Synods, Presbyteries, Seſſions, Miniſters, 
and charitably inclined Perſons within this Church, defir- 


ing that the Judicatures above- mentioned, would exattly 


C 2 ____ obſerve 
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obſerve and follow forth the diſtinct and orderly Method 
preſcribed by the ſixth Act of the General Aſſembly, held 
in the Year 1709, and the eleventh Act of the General 
Aſſembly held in the Year 1710, in furthering Subſcripti. 
ons and Contributions in the ſeveral Pariſhes, and report. 
ing the ſame to the Society. And for the better ſecurin 
of the Obſervation of the ſaid Acts and Recommendations 
the General Aſſembly ſtrictly enjoins and appoints the ſeve. 
ral Presbyteries of this Church, to report to their Syngqy 
a diſtin& Account of what they have done at any time be. 
fore this, or what they ſhall hereafter do, in order to fore. 
ward this pious Undertaking, and that in the Method pre. 
ſcribed by the ſaid two former Acts of Aſſembly. And par. 
ticularly, the General Aſſembly appoints the ſeveral Pref. 
byteries again to require an Account of the Diligence ofall 
the Minifters within their Bounds in this Matter, and that 
they record the Reports of every Miniſter in their Preshy. | 
tery Books. And the General Aſſembly likewiſe ordajng 
the ſeveral Synods,to take a particular Account of the Dili. 
gence of their reſpective Presbyteries, and record it in their 
Synod Books. And further, the General Aſſembly hereby 
appoints the ſeveral Presbyteries & Synods of this Church, 
to ſend a full and diſtinct Report of their Diligence in this 
Matter, ſubſcribed by their Moderator and Clerk, in Man. 
ner preſcribed by the foreſaid ſixth Act of the General 
Aſſembly Anno 1709, and eleventh Act of the General Aſ. 
ſembly 1710, to the Meeting of the Commiſſion in Decem. 
ber next; And that the Commiſſion give in a Liſt of ſuch 
Presbyteries and Synods as ſhall omit to ſend in theſe 
Accounts to the next General Aſſembly. And Lash, The 
General Aſſembly ſeriouſly and earneſtly entreats and ex- 
horts Perſons of all Ranks and Degrees within this Church, 
according to their Abilities, to contribute to the Advance: 
ment of this Charitable and Chriſtian Undertaking. 


* ON 4 
S : a 
2 s P 
* 4 
' 1 * p ” 


ACT Concerning the Repreſeutation of Presbyteries in tht 
KT co th ns 


5 2 Edinburgh, 8. May 1712. Seſl. 7. Wadde 
7 HE General Aſſembly conſidering, that by the filth 


| Act of the General Aſſembly 1694, /appointing the 
Number of Repreſentatives for Presbyteries, there | 
is a Proportion obſerved, with reſpect to the Number of Mi- 
niſterial Charges in each Presbytery, and that the Regula- 
tion contained in the ſaid Act, is no further expreſſed, than 
to allow five Miniſters, and two Ruling Elders, 48 = 


* 
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| 8 3 5 | . 
Repreſentatives of cach Presbytery,whoſe Number exceeds 
Twenty four: Therefore, the General Aſſembly, according 
to the Deſign of the ſaid Act, founding upon a Proportion 
to be obſerved betwixt the Number of Miniſterial Charges 
in Presbyreries, and the Number of Repreſentatives, doth 
Declare and Appoint, That each Presbytery whoſe Num- 
ber doth excecd thirty Miniſterial Charges,ſhall ſend to the 
General Aſſembly ſix Miniſters and three Ruling Elders ; 
And this ſhall take Place at the EleQion to the next Gene- 


ral Aſſembly, 


Y-EL- 


ACT Diretting the right Application of the Money granted. 


| by o_ Majeſty, for defraying the publick Charges of this 
Charch,  —© 5 _ 


Edinburgh, 9. May 1712. Seſſ. 8. 


T HE General Aſſembly conſidering that the Aſſembly 


held in the Year 1709, did, by their Act dated the 


_ 25th Day of April that Year, diſcharge any more Precepts 


to be drawn till all former Debts of the Church were paid, 
and all Precepts ordered or drawn before that time, were 
declared payable out of the Equivalent, according to the 
Order of their Dates: And the ſaid Act appoints, That 
Her Majeſty's yearly Allowance to the Church, be, in the 


firſt Place, applyed for defraying . the Charges of the 
Church, for that particular Year for which it is given; and 


if there be any Remains, that the ſame be applyed for Pay- 


ment of the Church's Debts for preceeding Years,” accord- 
ing to the Order of Ranking ſet down in the Act of the 
Commiſſion, dated the 7th Day of January 1707: And the 
Church's Receiver is appointed to apply the ſaid Money 


in the Manner and Order above preſcribed, and that ſo 
ſoon as the Money comes to his Hands, he put ſome 
thereof Yearly in the Hands of one of the Agents for the 
Church, to be given out by him for the incident Charges 


of the Church, for which he ſhall be accountable to each 


General Aſſembly. And the General Aſſembly finding it 
neceſſary, that the ſaid Rules be further explained and ex- 


tended, - and that the proper Uſes to which the public 
Money | 


ſhould be applyed, be fixed and determined, and 


" -* 


- 


that a certain Proportion thereof Yearly be allotted for the 
incident Charges of the Church's Affairs, and that ſuch | 
other Orders be laid down, as that the preſſing Affairs of 
the Church may not be Retarded for Want of Money to 
Expede the ſame;Therefore,theGeneral Aſſembly does Ry 
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Enact and Appoint, Firſt, That of Her Majeſty's Vearly 


Allowance or defray ing the publick Charges of the Church 


Affairs, and the Salaries of the Church's publick Servants, 


there be always the Sum of one hundred Pound Sterling 
Money in Reſerve, for anſwering any extraordinary Emer. 
gents in the Church's Affairs. Secondly, That no Com- 
miſſion of any General Aſſembly in time coming ſhall have 
Power, and they are hereby diſcharged to diſpoſe of any 


more of the Church's Money, but of one Year's Allowance 
only, reckoning the Commencement of the Year as the 


ſame is fixed by Her Majeſty's Grant, vir. from the Twenty 
fourth Day of June in the Year preceeding : And the Com- 
miſſion of this Aſſembly is hereby allowed only to diſpoſe 
of what is untouched of this Year's Allowance, reckoning 
the Commencement from the Twenty fourth Day of Jane 


laſt bypaſt, that thereby the next General Aſſembly, and 


every ſubſequent General Aſſembly of this Church, and 
their Commiſſions, may have one Year's Allowance intire, 
without any Anticipations or Encroachments by preceeding 
Aſſemblies or Commiſſions, to defray the neceſſary Charges 
of the Church, during the time of their Adminiſtration, 
_ Thirdly, The General Aſſembly Appoints, That each Year's 
Allowance be applyed in the firſt Place for defraying the 
ſtated Annual Charges of the Church Quarterly, and the 
neceſſary Exigences of each particular Lear; That is, in 
ſuch Matters only, as during the time of every Commiſſion's 
Adminiſtration ſhall occurr, which do immediately and di- 
realy concern the publick Intereſt of the whole Church in 
general, and any Arrears of theſe, that ſhall happen to be 
reſting : And in the next Place, for Payment of the other 


| bygone Debts of the Church: then reſting, according to the 


forefaid Order of Ranking already eſtabliſhed. And the 


General Aſſembly diſcharges any new Orders to be given, 


or Precepts to be drawn upon any other Accounts, until 
all the Church's bygone Debts be paid ; But after Payment 
of all prior Debts, the General Aſſembly allows the ſeveral 
Commiſſions to beſtow that which remains of each Year's 
Allowance, to ſuch other Uſes of the Church as they ſhall 


judge moſt proper. Fourthly, The General Aſsembly here- 


by Provides and Declares, That no Appointments upon the 
 Procurator or Agents for the Church to manage Proceſscs 
for particular Synods, Presbyteries or Miniſters, ſhall in time 
coming warrand the Agents to lay out any Money there 


upon, except there be a ſpecial Order ofa General Aſsembly, 


agreeable to the preſent Rules, expreſly appointing them 


to that Effect. Fifthly, The General Aſſembly Appoints, I 


That twelve Pounds ten Shillings Sterling Money Quar- 
terly, as the Church's Money comes in, be lodged in the 


Hands of one of the Agents for the Church, for defraying, = de 
the ſaid incident Charges, for which they are hereby ordered 
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nake an Account at each General Aſſembly; And if 
L. balance ſhall be found due to them, the ſame ſhall 
nid to them, and the Sum of twelve Pounds ten Shil- 
«Sterling further; Or, if the Ballance that ſhall be found 
by them, ſhall not extend to that Sum, the ſaid Sum 


be made up to them out of the firſt Money that comes 


iter clearing their Accompts as faid is, including this 


x. And La, The General Aſſembly Appoints the 
«ever of the Church's Money, in his depurſing thereof 
ume coming, ſtrictly to obſerve the foreſaid Rules, aud 
charges him to make Payments in any other Manner or 
Her,as he will be Anſwerable to the General Aſſemblies 


Las Church. | 4 
V 11h 
mmiſſion by the General Aſſembly to ſome Miniſters and 


Ruling Elders, for aiſcuſſung diverſe Affairs referred to 
Ven. | 


| Edinbargh, 9. May 1712. Ante. Merid. Seſſ. 8. 


* General Aſſembly taking to their Conſideration, 
1 that there are diverſe weighty Affairs, which they 
Jannot overtake; Do therefore Nominate and Appoint 

tar Reverend Brethren, Maſters William Hamilton Pro- 
tber of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh their Mode- 
trator, William Mitchel at Dundee, John Law at Edin- 
ugh, George Hamilton there, Hagh Campbell at Mure-kirk, 
Ilona Vernor at Balmaclellan, Parrick Simpſon at Ren- 
rew, Daniel MC Laurin at Kilfinan, Walter Campbell at 
Dunoon, Daniel Campbel at Kilmichael, Alexander Campbell 
tInverary, William Brodie at Fortwilliam, Daniel Moriſon 
t Kilbranden, James Boes at Campbeltoun, Dougald Camp- 
Il at Southend, Daniel M*aulay at Braccadale, Martine 

Whherſon at Sleat, George Frier at Lethandie, Alexander 
bliſs at Kinclaven, Alexander Chapman at Monedie, 
ines Stewart at Mulliens, Samuel Nairn at Erroll, Johrs 
lulidlph at Dumbarnie, Thomas Black at Perth, Thomas 
liber at Rind, Archibald Moncrieff at Blackford, John Dram- 
"eat Crieff, Andrem Brugh at Mathertie, Hugh White 
tLerberr, James Brisbane at Stirling, Alexander Hamil- 
oat Airth, Matthew Wallace at Kincardine, Hugh Walker 
J Lecrop, Thomas Buchanan at Dumfermline, Archibald 
Conphel at Dalgatie, Allan Logan at Torrieburn, David 
y "urn at Dyſert, John Cleghorn at Wemyſs, Ebenezer 
Erin at Portmoig, George Gileſpie at Stramiglo, Alex= 
| der Anderſon at Falkland, Thomas Thomſon at Auchter- 
moughtie, John Stark at Logie, James Hadom Princi- 


D 2 | pal 


Cromarty, John Moriſon at Garlock, Hugh Duff at Ferne 
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pal of the new College of St. Andrews, William Moner;, 
at Largo, William Hardie at St. Andrews, John Crajoj, 
St. Monance, Joſeph Drew Principal of the Leonardine C, 
lege of St. Andrews, James Ramſay at Bendochie oh 
Thomſonat Elioth, David Thomſon at Meigle, Samuel yy 
ion at Dundee, James Mar at Muras, George Blackie , 
Inchſture, James Goodſir at Strick-martine, James Adum;1; 
Kinnaird, Charles Charters at 1 Henderſon at 
Kirkdeen, George Nemyſs at Ferne, John Milliſon at Brichen l 
James Trail at Montroſe, David Ramſay at Fettercaim M 
David Burn at FEittereſso, William Trail at Benholms 
Thomas Rinier at Echt, Martine Shank at Upper-bauchory, 
Thomas Blackwal Profeſsor of Divinity in the Mariſhal Col 
lege of Aberdeen, Alexander Mitchel at Belhelvie, Devi 
Auderſon Profeſsor of Divinity in the King's College of 4. 
berdeen, George Moir at Towie, William Thaine at Leſlis 
James Gordon at Burtie, George Steen at Kinkell, Alexandey 
Aachinleck at Fraſerburgh, John Mercer at Tyrie, Milian 
Forbes at Tarves, Henry Licklie at Old-Meldrum, Peter 
Darline at Boyndie, John Tarring at Drumblete, John Gil. 
chriſt at Keith, Hugh Innes at Mortlith, James Thonmſn 
at Elgin, Hugh Anderſon at King- Edward, David Dalyn. 
ple at Dundarcus, George Lindſay at Rothes, James Cha. 
man at Cromdaie, Daniel M*kenzie at Kinguiſie, Jam 
Gordon at Kinloſs, Charles Primroſe at Forreſs, Robert Bail. 
lie at Inverneſs, Milliam Stewart there, George Gordon t 


2 
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in Roſs, Daniel M*killikin at Killimure Weſter, Walt Y 
Danoon at Golſpie, William Innes at Thurſo, William Hobel 
at Olrig, Thomas Baikieat Kirkwall, James Sand: at Birſy, 
William Blam at Weſtray, Alexander Nisbet at Shappin- 

ſhay, James Buchan at Northmaven, James Miln at Ler- 

wick, William Carſtares Principal of the College of 

Edinburgh, William Wiſhart at Edinburgh, Jobs Flint at 
Edinburgh, John Maren there, William Mitchel ther, 
James Grierſon there, Samuel Semple at Libbertoun, Th 
Miller at Kirkliſtdun, Alexander Dalgliſb at Linlithgow 
John Brand at Borrowſtounneſs, John Brown at Abercorn, Þ 
Robert Living #ton at Biggar, Jolin Buchanan at Covingſtoun, 
Alexander Walker at Kircurd, James Robertſonat Eccleſtoun, F 
John Wallace at Drumelzier, Patrick Cuming at Ormiſtoutſ F 
David Walker at Temple, William M*George at Pennicook, 
Matthew Reid at Northberwick, John Carrie at Hadding-Y 
toun, Robert Horſebrugh at Salt-Preſtoun, George Turn 
at Tyninghame, Andrew Brown at Spot, John Land t 
Eccles. Lawrence Johnſton at Dunſe, Gilbert Lawrie at Hit- 
ton, John Dyſert at Coldinghame, Alexander Lauer il 
3 Ramſay at Kelſo, John Glen at Stitchel, 
James Domglaſs at Stow, David Brown at Gordon, W. ile I 
M*ghie at Selkrig, 'Thomas oſtoq at Etrick, Daniel M 4 
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of at ſedburgh, Alexander Colden at Oxnam, James Noble at 


Eccford, Robert Darling at Ewes, Robert Bichet at Midle- 
hie, George Mulligen at Moffat, Patrick Hume at Kirkmi- 
Fael, Francis Lindſay at Johnſtoun, William Yetch at 
Drumfreis, James Guthrie at Iron-gray, Alexander Robert- 
ſen at Tinwald, Robert Paton at Drumfreis, James Elder at 
Kier, Thomas Jod at Deriſdeer, Andrew Cameron at Kirk- 
cudbright, Samuel Spaldine at Partoun, James Monteith at 
| Borgue, Robert Rowan at Peninghame, I homas Campbell at 

Monygaff, Walter Lawrie at Stranrawer, Robert Ferguſſon 
at Calmunell, Alexander Rennedy at Stratoun, Andrew Roger 
at Galſtoun, Henry Adam at Kirkoſwald, James Lawrie at 


hal 10 Dalrymple, William Maitland at Mauchline, John Glaſgow 


b 4 old Kilpatrick, John Anderſon at Dumbartoun, David 
Jau Fleckfeild at Balfron, Miniſters His Grace John Duke of 
gal. Athol, William Marqueſs of Lothian, John Earl of Rotheſs, 
Fans) David Earl of Buchan, William Earl of Kilmarnock, James 
N Earl of Finlater, John Earl of Rutherglen, Patrick Earl 
Van ef Marchmount, James Earl of Hyndford, David Earl of 
7 Glaſgow, Charles Lord Yeſter, Wi#iam Lord Strathnaver, 
TA | Witiam Lord Forbes, William Lord Roſs, Robert Lord 
ppin- © Burgleich, Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Northberwick Lord Pre- 
fer. ſident of the Seſſion, Sir John Maxwell of Nether-Pollock, 
ge of Adam Cockbarn of Ormiſtoun, Sir Gilbert Eliot of Minto; 
r Sir Alec ander Ogilvie of Forglen, Mr. John Murray of Bow- 
ber, hill ſix of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, Sir James 
n Steuart Lord Advocate, Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes, Mr. 
go, * Campbell of Mamore, Mr. Francis Montgomerie of 
com, iffan, Mr. William Dalrymple of Glenmuir, Mr. Arthur 
bun | Forbes of Breda, Colonel John Ersbine of Carnock, Sir 
bub, James Campbell of Ardkinglaſs, Sir James Campbell of Auch- 
oun, # inbreck, Dougald Campbell of Ruddill, John Campbell of 
ook, } Knockreoch, John M*leod of Contilick Tutor of M*/eod,Cap- 
ing: tain James Menzies of Comrie, William Auſtine Provoſt of 
wal Perth, Sir James Campbell of Aberuchill, Cuninghame 
rat}. ot Balquhan, Mr. Alexander Abercrombie of Tillibodie, John 
lu Crocker Baillie of Kincardine, Lieutenent Colonel John 
rat} | Erstive Deputie Governour of Stirling Caſtle, Mr. Robert 
el, White of Bennochie; Mr. Lawrence Reir, John Maxwell 
an Of Leckiebank, Mr. Robert Coock Advocate, Captain Robert 
40 Nairz in the Elie, Thomas Miller Writer in Alyth, John 
at 


at Kilbirnie, John Ring at Dalry, William Wright at Kil- 


$ marnock, John Paiſly at Lochinnoch, Robert Modrom at 


Faſtwood, Robert Maxwell at Kilmacolm, Robert Mylie at 
Hamiltoun, John Hamilton at Strathaven, John Muirhead 
at Cambuſnetham, Thomas Linnen at Leſmahego, John Scot 
at Carluck, Robert Gray at Wiſtoun, John Stirling Princi- 
pal of the College of Glaſgow, James Browns at Glaſgow, 

ames Clerk there, James Stirling there, John Ritchie at 


Scrimzeor of Teilen, Arthur Forbes of Echt, John Rojs of 
J | Arnage, 


—— 
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Hugh Roſs of Kilravock, Sir Robert Monro of Foulis, George | 


Advocate, Mr. Walter Steuart Advocate, Mr. Gilbert Burnet |} 
Advocate, George Warrander of Lochend, Dr. William Steuart 


of Ambri ſmore, Mr. David Mitchel Doctor of Medicine, and 


miſſion, or their Quorum above- mentioned, to Cognoſce and 


referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or 
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Arnage Provoſt of Aberdeen, Captain John Forbes or 
Boyndlie, Ludovick Grant of that IIk, Colonel Alexander 
Grant of that Ilk, Captain John Grant of Eaſter-Elchicz 
Sir Henry Innes of that Ik, Mr. James Brodie of Whitehill 

| » 


Moaro of Newmore, Sir William Gordon of Dalpholly, N. 
John Mitchell of Weſt ſhnore, Mr. Alexander Dundas Poctor 
of Medicine, Sir Robert Blackwood of Pitrevie Lord Pro. 
volt of Edinburgh, John Duncan Dean of Gild there, il. 
liam Living ſtoun Deacon Conveener there, Malter Steuart 
of Pardivin, William Baillie of Lammingtoun, John Fri, 10 
Provoſt of Peebles, Sir John Clark of Pennycook, Sir Ro. " 
bert Sinclair of Stevenſtoun, Mr. James Hamilton of Pancait. 
land, Sir William Baird of Newbyth, Sir James Steuart of 
Goodtrees Her Majeſty's Solicitor, Mr. James Colvil Ad. 
vocate, Sir John Swinton of that Ilk, Sir John Stenart of Al. 
lanbank, George Baillie of Jerviſwood, Sir John Pringle of | 
Stitchell, Sir Gilbert Eliot of Stobs, Sir Walter Riddel of 
that IIk, James Pringle of Buckholm, James Grahame of 
Shaw, Sir Thomas Kzrkpatrick of Closburn, Robert Corbet 
Provoſt of Drumfreis, Colonel William Maxwell of Car. 
doneſs, John Martine of Little-aries, Sir James Agnew of Wii. 
Lochnaw, Sir Charles Hay of Park, John Cauninghame of En- om 
terkine, Captain John Campbell of Over-walwood, Sir Ro- wer 
bert Pollock of that Ilk, Sir David Steuart of Cultneſs, Hugh bor 
Montgomery of Heartfield, Thomas Carmichael of Eaſtend, 
Robert Roger Provoſt of Glaſgow, Sir James Smollet of | 
Bonhill, Sir Walter Pringle Advocate, Mr. James Gel) Ad- 
vocate, Mr. William Brodie Advocate, Mr. Thomas Rigg 


Mr. James Baillie Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders; To be 

Commiſſioners of the General Aſsembly, to the Effect after- 
mentioned; With Power to the ſaid Perſons, or their Quor- 
am, which is hereby declared to be any Thirty One of the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof Twenty One are always to 
be Miniſters, to meet and conveen within the Aßsembly 
Houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt Day after the Diſsolution of 
this Aſsembly, at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, and 
afterward the third Wedreſday of Fuly, firſt Wedneſday of 
December, and ſecond Wedneſday of March next to come, 
and oftner, when or where they ſhall think needful and 
convenient, with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to 
chooſe their own Moderator: And ſicklike, the General 
Aſsembly fully Impowers and Authoriſes their faid Com- 


finally Determine as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter 


CONs | 


Order of this General Afsembly, and to do every Thing 
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amtained in, and conform to the Inſtructions to be given 
tm by this Aſſembly, and to Advert to the Intereſts of 
te Church on every Occaſion, that the Church and pre- 
at Eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any 
Wrcjudice, which they can prevent, as they will be anſwer- 
ble, providing this general Clauſe be not extended to 
ticular Affairs or Proceſſes before Presbyteries or Synods, 
tt are not of univerſal Concern to, or Influence upon 
vs whole Church. And it is Declared and Appointed, 
That what ſhall be determined at one Diet of the ſaid Com- 
nikon, ſhall be Unalterable by, any other Diet thereof, 
nd ſhall ſtand and continue in Force till Diſapproven by 
te General Aſſembly. And the ſaid Commiſſioners are 
kreby ſtrictly Prohibited and Diſcharged, to meddle in 
other Matters than what are committed or referred to 
tem as above-mentioned ; And in all their Actings, they 
re to proceed according to the Acts and Conſtitutions of 
his Church, and do nothing contrair thereto, or to the 
W'rcudice of the ſame : Declaring, That in and for all their 
Rings, they ſhall be Accountable to, and Cenſurable by 
kk next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe : And 


([mmifſion be appointed, and Members are required to 
trad the Diets of the ſaid Commiſſigghaafd Abſents 
terefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the ſeven- 
knth Act of the General Aſſembly 17506 3 And'farthe 
ker ſecuring of a Quorum and Attendance of Members 
the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibites the 
kbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries within 
elve Miles thereof, to meet” any of the Days or Weeks 
pointed for Meetings of the Commiſſion, and ſuch of the 
kmbers of theſe Presbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are 
fured all of them to give punctual Attendance on the 


ye four or moe Members on the Commiſſion, are to take 
re that at leaſt two of them attend cach Diet of the 


Wc Commiſſion is to continue and endure until another 


Its thereof, and Presbyteries at a greater Diſtance, who 
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Inſtruckions by the General Aſſembly to their Commiſſion; 
Edinburgh, 9. May 1712. Ante Merid, Seſs. 8. 


1. TIA Commiſſion are Appointed and Impowered to 
take Care, that what is Enacted and Ordered by 
this Aſsembly, be duely obſerved by all concerned. 

2. The Commiſſion, as often as they ſee Cauſe; are 
Impowered to apply to Her Majeſty, or any Inferiour Ma- 
giſtrate, for their Countenancing of, and Concurring with 
the Judicatories of the Church, in what the Law allows, 
and for putting in Execution the Laws againſt Popery and 
Profaneneſs, and ſeeking Redreſs of Grievances, Abuſes and 
Diſorders, committed contrary to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Presbyterian Government of this 
Church, the Contempt of the Cenſures of the Judicatories 
thereof, inflicted on ſcandalous Perſons, and to aſſiſt Pres- 
byteries and Synods in planting vacant Kirks, as they ſhall 
be applyed to by them, for that Effect. 
3. The Commiſſion are appointed to uſe all proper Means 

to preſerve and maintain all the Rights and Privileges of 
this Church, and to obtain a Redreſs of what is grievous to 
us, with reſpe& to the ſame, and to ſend Commiſſioners to 
London for that Effect, if they ſee Cauſe. 

4. When any of the Miniſters who ſerved under the late 
Prelacy, whoſe Lives and Doctrine may render them Uſe- 
ful to this Church, ſhall apply for Reception into Miniſte- 
rial Communion, and a Share of the Government of this 
Church, the General Aſsembly do hereby Impower and 
Recommend to their Commiſſion, to receive them, ac- 
_ cording to the thirteenth Paragraph of the ſixteenth AR 
of the General Aſsembly One thouſand ſix hundred ninety 
ſeven: And the foreſaid Commiſſion are to be Careful to 
get due Information from the Presbyteries, where the per. 
55 applying did, or does Officiate, and for the time re- 

A a - 

5. The Commiſſion are inſtructed to uſe all Diligence in 
getting Payment of the Money gifted by Her Majeſty for 
defraying the publick Charges of the Church, and to ſec 
that the Rules and Orders laid down in the ſeventh Act of 
this Aſsembly, Intituled, Act directing the right Appliti 
tion of the Money granted by Her 1Majeſty for defraying the put- 
lick Charges of this Church, or eſtabliſhed by the Acts 0 
former Aſsemblies, for the right Application of the publick 
Money, conſiſtent with the ſaid Act ſeventh, be punctua 
ly obſerved. | : 
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6. The Commiſſion are Impowered to Cognoſce, and 
fnally Determine in all References already made, or to be 
nade by this Aſſembly, and in References and Appeals for 
tranſporting Miniſters to the North, the Highlands and 
Hands, which {hall be brought before them, according to 
the Overtures made thereanent, Auno One thouſand fix 
hundred ninety nine; And Tranſportations to any Pariſh 
n theſe Places, whether Privileged by former Acts of 
aſſembly or not, are to be carried on in the moſt expedite 
Way, providing that the Commiſſion do not meddle with 
Sentences of Synods, excepting Cauſes particularly refer- 
— RE 

7. The ſaid Commiſſion are Impowered to appoint 
Faſts and Thankſgivings, as they ſhall ſee Occaſion, and 
ſecifie the Cauſes thereof, and apply to Her Majeſty for 
the civil Sanction thereto. ; 

8. The Commiſſion are Impowered to give all due 


Aſſiſtance to any Propoſals that may be made to them about 


Endeavours for Reformation of Manners, and for the more 
efectual Curbing and Suppreſſing of Profaneneſs and 
—_ + | 

9. The Commiſſion are Impowered to give all due 
Aſſiſtance to any Synod or Presbytery, in difficult Caſes, 
$ they ſhall be applyed unto by them for that Effect. 

10. The Commilf 
to keep and maintain Unity in the Church, upon all 
Emergents; Eſpecially among the Miniſters thereof, and 
to gain ſuch as do ſeparate, therefrom ; and to ſuppreſs 
Error and Schiſm in this Church, and proſecute the Authors 
nd Spreaders of Books and Pamphlets tending thereto, as 
sby a former Act recommended to Presbyteries ; And to 
uke Notice, how any who have been Cenſured by pre- 


geding Aſſemblies, or Commiſsions of the ſame, have 


arried, and to proceed to further Cenſure, as the Commiſ- 
lon ſhall ſee Cauſe. And further, this General Aſſembly 
oes hereby renew the firſt Paragraph of the Eighteenth Act 
of the General Aſſembly held Auno One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fix, concerning Schiſm and Diſorders, and ap- 
_ the ſame to ſtand as an Inſtruction to this Com- 
miſsion. 

11. The ſaid Commiſsion are to take Notice of what 
Miſrepreſentations ſhall be made, either at Home or Abroad, 


af the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Conſtitution of 
this Church; And to take all decent and proper Methods 
br the Vindication thereof. 


12. The ſaid Commiſſion are to endeavour to make 


1blick desde whatever hath been by this, or preceeding Aſſem- 


es agreed upon, concerning the Erecting of Schools in 


the North, the Highlands and Iſlands, and what elſe 


ent of Religion and Reforma- 
F tion 


—— + 


on are appointed * ſpecial Care, 
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tion in theſe Places, and to keep a Correſpondence wit, 


the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and their 
Committee, and to give them all ſuteable Afsiſtance and 
Encouragement, according to the Eleventh AQ of the Ge. 


neral Aſſembly One thouſand ſeven hundred and ten there. 


anent, which is hereby Renewed. 
12. The ſaid Commiſsion are Appointed and Imnoxer. 


ed to uſe their Endeavours, for getting a legal School ere. 


ed in every Pariſh, according to Law, for putting in Eye. 
cution the Fifth Act of the General Aſſembly, held 4»; 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven, Intituled, 4% 


anent a School in every Pariſh: And allo, to hold Hand to 

the Execution of the Eighth Act of that fame Aſſembly, 

Intituled, Act for ſuppreſſing of Popery, and preventing the 

Growth thereof. And likewiſe the Fifteenth Act of that 

Aſſembly, Intituled, Act againſt Innovations in the Way. 
ſhip of GOD. 


14. The Commiſion are appointed to have a ſpecial Re: 


ſpect, ſo far as the preſent Circumſtances do require, tothe 


Ninth Act of the General Aſsembly, held in the Year One 


thouſand ſeven hundred and three, concerning the plant- 
ing vacant Churches in the North,the Highlands and Iſland;, 
and ſupplying thereof with Minifters and Probationers : 
And the Commiſsion are hereby Impowered to proceed 
according to the ſaid Act, in ſo far as they ſhall find it 
D 
15. The ſaid Commiſsion are Tmpowered to receive any 
Repreſentations or References that ſhall be made to them 
by Presbyteries, and others concerned, about large and 
ſpacious Pariſhes, and - uſe all Means proper for them 
for obtaining, and alſo rendring effectual, and preſerving 
new Erections in ſuch Pariſhes, or Stipends to Collegiate 
Miniſters thereto. „ | 
16. The ſaid Commiſion are Impowered and Appointed 
to proſecute the Inſtructions given by the General Aſsembly, 


held in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix, to 


their Commiſsion, in ſo far as what is therein appointed, 
is not already done; and particularly, to uſe all Means in 
their Power for Extirpating idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 
Practices, and to enquire how former Orders about the 
ſame, and concerning the Iriſh Bibles, Pſalm Books and 
Catechiſms, and Libraries, have been obſerved, and to 
diſpoſe upon ſuch of theſe Bibles as yet remain, or an} 
Libraries that may come to Hand, 

17. The ſaid Commiſſion are Impowered to give al 
due Aſſiſtance to the ſeveral Univerſities and Colleges, 
when any Miniſter is called to any Office therein, and to 
receive Appeals and References, and finally to determine 
in the ſame. | | 
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ACT approung of the Repreſentations and Addreſſes made 
by the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly to the 
QUEEN, concerning the Toleration and Patronag es. 


THE General Aſſembly having conſidered the Pro- 
1 ceedings of the Commiſſion of the late General 
Aſſembly, with Relation to publick Affairs, and in 


General Aſſembly, 1712. 
* i 


Edinburgh, May 13. 1712. Seſſ. rt. 


: 


particular, having had produced and read before them, 
the Repreſentations made by them to Her Majeſty, con- 


cerning the Bill, Intituled, 4 Bill zo p 


revent the di ſturbing 


of thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion in Scotland, in the Ex- 
erciſe of their religions Worſhip, and in the Vſe of the Litar- 


I 2) of the Church of England, and for repealing an Act againſt 


irregular Marriages and Baptiſms, then depending in Par- 
lament; And the Bill for reſtoring of Patronages, which 
were reſerved by them in their Approbation of the Prg- 
ceedings of the ſaid Commiſſion : The General Afsembly 
did by their Vote, and hereby do unanimouſly Approve 
and Ratifie the foreſaid Proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſi- 
on in the Premiſſes, and particularly the ſaid Repreſenta- 


tions, as having been moſt Faithful and Seaſonable. 


And 


in Token of their ſaid Approbation, they hereby ordain the 


lows, 


To the QUEEN?*s moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


aid Repreſentationsto 


be here inſerted Verbatim, as fol- 


The moſt humble Repreſentation and Petition of the Coms 


miſſion of the late General Aſſembly of the Church of 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


THE 
TD app 


Church of CHRIST in Scotland, being, as we 
rehend, in Hazard of fad Alterations and Inno- 


'rations, Inconſiſtent with, and Contrary to-that happy 
Eſtabliſhment, ſecured to us by the Laws both of GOD 
and the Realm, from a Bill, Int ituled, 4 Bill to prevent 
' the diſturbing thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion in Scot- 
: land, in the Exerciſe of their religious Worſhip, aud in the 
Dee of the Liturgy of the Church of England, and for Re- 
] pealing the Act againſt irregular Baptiſms and Marriages. 
We do in all Duty and Humility, flee to Your Majeſty's 


f 
dus, 


both by Your Royal Word and Letters. 
ES 


Royal Protection, fo often and fo graciouſly aſſured to 


I 


rr Gee — of bv 1rnt ori rec diedtl 


— —u—ᷣ—ᷣU' p — — boy 
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If the Matters in Queſtion, did only relate to our own 
© Eaſe and better Accommodation, we ſhould patient. 
| * bear the fame : But when we ſee the Glory of GOD, * 
; © the Power and Purity of our holy Religion, and of the 
© Ordinances of JESUS CHRIST in this Church, 5 
© much Concerned, and the Peace and Quiet thereof, and 
© of this whole Country, ſo viſibly in Danger, to the Pre. 
* judice of Your Majeſty's Honour and Government: We 
© cannot but hope, That Your Majeſty will allow us to! 
© plead our juſt Right, with that gracious Liberty You are | 
© pleaſed to give the meaneſt of Your Subjects. | 
© When after the great and many Hardſhips, Troubles and 
© Viciffitudes, wherewith the Church of Scotland had been 
4 © toſſed,even from its firit Reformation fromPopery,it pleasd 
© our gracious GOD, at, and by the late happy Revolution, to | 
| © bleſs us with a full and compleat Reſtitution, and that by 
| t the Claim of Right, and the Acts of Parliament following, | 
* viz, the Fifth Act of the Parliament 1690, Intituled, 44 
© ratifying the Confeſſion of Faith, and ſettling Presbyterian | 
© Charch Government. Whereby Presbyterian Church Go- 
© yernment, is Eſtabliſhed, Ratified and Confirmed, the 
© only Government of CHRIST 's Church within this Ring. 
© dow, Reſcinding, Annulling and making Void all Acts 
© of Parliament, Statutes and Ordinances in the contrary, | 
Allowing and Declaring the general Meeting and Repre- 
© fentatives of the Presbyterian Miniſters and Elders, in | 
© whoſe Hands the Exerciſe of the Church Government is 
© Eſtabliſhed, to have Power to Try and Purge out all In- | 
* ſufficicuc, Negligent, Scandalous and Erroneous Mini- 
© ſters, by due Courſe of Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs and Cenſure. 
7 © And likewiſe, to Redreſs all other Church Diſorders. By 
| 1: © which Act it is evident, That Presbyterian Church Go- 
© yernment being thus Eſtabliſhed, the Miniſters and Elders 
© of this Church, have all the Powers committed by Our 
LORD and MASTER, to His Miniſters and Officers, to 
© Watch over the Flock, and to Guard againſt all Uſutpers 
and Intruders. Secoxdly, By the Twenty third Act of the 
*. © Parliament 1693, Intituled, Act for ſettling the Quiet 
and Peace of the Church. Whereby it is expreſiy Statute! 
3 © and Ordained, That no Perſon be Admitted or Continued 
* ti to be a Miniſter or Preacher within this Church, unleſs 
© he firſt take and ſubſcribe the Oath of Allegiance and 
| | * Aſſurance, and alſo ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, as 
= | | * the Confeſſion of his Faith; And likeways, That he 
= . > Ons and Acknowledges Presbyterian Church Governe 
© zzent, to be the only Government of this Church. An 
| | | further, That he Obſerve the Uniformity of Worlhup, | 
8 and of the Adminiſtration of all publick Ordinances, 35 
—_ © the ſame ate at preſent Performed and Allowed within 
3 this Church; And that no Miniſter or Preacher be AGM 


Wt 
8 4 


— — b 
_ — 
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ted or Continued, unleſs that he ſubſcribe to Obſerve, ** 
do actually Obſerve the foreſaid Uniformity. Third, By 
the Twenty ſecond Act of Parliament 1695, Intituled, 
Act againſt Intruding into C harches without a legal Call and 
© 4dmiſſion thereto. By which Act it is Statute and Declared, 
That whoever {hall Intrude themſelves into any Church, 
cor ſhall Exerciſe any part of the Miniſterial Function 
within any Pariſh, without an orderly Call from the 
Heretors and Elderſhip, and legal Admiſſion from the 
(Presbytery of the Bounds, ſhall be Removed, and alſo 
Incapable for the Space mentioned in the Act. And 
( Fourthly, By the Third Act of the Parliament 1702, In- 
tituled, Act for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, and Preſ. 
terian Government; Whereby the foreſaid Act 1690 is 
fully Ratified. By which Acts, and ſeveral others to that 
Purpoſe, which we humbly preſume to lay together, for 
your Majeſty's more full Information; We with all Sub- 
( miſſion conceive, That Presbyterian Church Government, 
i as fully Settled and Secured as could be deviſed; And as 
(the Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this Church, 
ere Complyed with, and Submitted to, without any 
Separation in all times ſince the Reformation, when Preſ- 
'hyterian Government was eſtabliſhed by Law ; So there 
i no Reaſon to doubt, but the ſame chearful and univer- 
(al Complyance had been given thereto, ar, and ever ſince 
'the late happy Revolution, if it had not been for that 
woful Seed of Diſaffection to the Revolution, and Your 
' Majeſty's Government, as thereby eſtabliſhed, and which 
indeed hath been the principal, if not the only Cauſe of 
theſe few Proſecutions, that occaſion ſo loud and unjuſt a 
Clamour. e N 

gzut that Your Majeſty may be further fatisfied of the 
'Thjuſtice of theſe Calumnies, Where with we are Reproach- 
led for exceſsive Rigour, we cannot but lay before Your 
Majeſty, this pregnant Inſtance of our Moderation; That 
ſince our late happy Eſtabliſhment, there have been taken 
in, and continued hundreds of diſſenting Miniſters, upon 
' the eaſieſt Terms. And we are further aſſured, That 
when any juſt Trial ſhall be made, we ſhall ever be found 
inclined to all the Chriſtian Tenderneſs, that can be ex- 
pected from ſuch as fear GOD, and love our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST in Sincerity. Vour Majeſty then by 
what is here humbly Repreſented, may plainly perceive 


what Security we have for our preſent Settlement before 


the Union; But then, in Order to the Union, and for 
' facilitating thereof, we have the Sixth Act of the Parlia- 
ment 1707, Intituled, A for ſecuring the Proteſtant Re- 
Iigion, and Presbyterian Government ; Whereby the haill 
Ads above ſet down, are Ratified and Approven: And 


*Your Majeſty further, with Advice and Conſent of the 


' Eſtates of Parliament, expreſly Provides and Declares, 
2 3 That 
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c the foreſaid true Proteſtant Religion, contained a 
: —— ation Confeſſion of Faith, with the Form 
* and Purity of Worſhip preſently in Uſe within thischurch, MN « 
© and its Presbyterian Church 3 and Diſcipline. T: 
© All eſtabliſhed by the foreſaid Ads of Parliament, purſy,,, 7 IS! 
© the Claim of Right, ſhall remain and continue Onalterable. 4. 
And that the ſaid Presbyterian Government, ſhal] be tie 

only Government of the Church within the Kingdom ot 
© Scotland. And further, That after the Deceaſe of Your 1 
Majeſty, (whom 60D long preſerve) the Sovereign * 
* ſucceeding, ſhall in all Time coming, at His or Her Ac. 'V 
© ceſsion to the Crown, Swear and — That they tc 
© ſhall inviolably Maintain and Preſerve the foreſaid Seth. 'o 
© ment of the true Proteſtant Religion, with the Crovernment in 
Forſbip, Diſcipline, Rights and Privileges of this Church, | ar 
« bs above by Law eſtabliſhed, And it is further Statute and ey 
* Ordained, That this Act of Parliament, with the Eſtab. 5 
© liſhment therein contained, ſhall be Held and Obſerved Or 
in all Time coming, as a fundamental and eſſential Con "Tl 
dition of any Treaty of Union to be concluded betwixt * 
© the two Kingdoms, without any Alteration thereof, gr . 
© Derogation thereto in any ſort whatſaever : As alſo, That ＋ 
this Act of Parliament, and Settlement 3 = 
© tained, ſhall be inſert and repeated in any Act of Parlia 5 , 
Inte e ſhould paſs for Agreeing or og the | - 
0 foreſaid Treaty of Union betwixt the two Kingdoms; * 
And that the {ame ſhall be therein expreſly ref, to - 
© be a fundamental and eſſential Condition of the . * = 
s ty or Union, in all Time coming: And according ha - 
that our Church might have the Plenary 3 a " 0 

© Provided, and that as was then plainly faid, and as t f tion 
* Acts ſufficiently Import, our Security above mentione 
e might b | iſhed, in a manner, even be- 
* might be Stated and Eſtabliſhed, - ues 
* yond the Reach of Parliament: In both A ob my 
ment paſt in both Kingdoms, Ratifying and Approving 


%, id ing the Pro- tte 
8 ty of Union, the foreſaid Act for ſecuring the Pro 
c 9 9 7 Bha and 5 er, | * 
is expreſly inſert: And it is thereby Statute and Ordain- 2, 
c ed, That this AR, with the Eſtabliſhment therein con- A T 
4 tained ſhall be Held and Obſerved in all Time _ X yy 
* 48 a fundamental and eſſential Condition of the fo 1 | 7 
* Treaty of Union, without any Alteration thereof, or Der- be tl 
' © gation thereto, in any ſort for ever. ES 
m0 This being our Great and Plenary Security in Lo 
that we have for our preſent Church ea | 
* Eſtabliſhment ; And we being in Danger, 2 5 1 7 - 
£ Hand, of Alterations and Innovations, intended by t | 


id Bi ing | le Houſe of 
* foreſaid Bill, depending before the honourab | 
; 3 ; Wherein,befide the hard Reflections Poi 
in the Preface, it is propoſed to be eee . » 
Diſſenters ſhall have Liberty to Meet an 5 


41S os 
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in MW «the Exerciſe of Divine Worſhip in their own Manner; 
m and to uſe in their Congregations. the Liturgy of. the 
Church of England, without any Diſturbance - And that 
16. „sor Qualifying ſuch Paſtors, Epiſcopal Orders, and pre- 
% ( ſenting Letters of their Orders to the Juſtices of Peace, 
/- . MW « ſhall be ſufficient: And that no Perſon or Perſons ſhall 
the ( incurr any Penalty whatſomever, upon Account of His 
or for Their reſorting to the ſaid Epiſcopal Meeting: And 
our MY © that it ſhall be Free and Lawful for all the Subjects in 
inn WM that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, to Aſſemble and 
Ac. Meet for Divine Service, without any Diſturbance, and 
eto ſettle their Congregations where they think fit: And 
(fr the Epiſcopal Miniſters, not only to Pray and Preactr 
in theſe Congregations, but to adminiſter the Sacraments, 
and Marry without incurring any Pain or Penalty whatſo- 


1nd ever, without any other Caveat that appears for their 
ab. Wl Doctrine, fave, that they ſhall not deny in their Preaching 
ved Ml © or Writing, the Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity: And withal, 


(That the Presbyterian Clergy are ſtill allowed toiinflit Ec- 


on. N 

ut . cleſiaſtical Cenſures upon theſe of their own Communion, 
or which plaioly imports an Exemption of all who ſhall dif 
hat own their Communion, we cannot but in the firſt Place ex- 


'oreſs our Aſtoniſhing Surpriſe, and deep Afflict ion, to hear 
of ſuch a Bill, offered for ſuch a large, and almoſt bound- 
(eſs Toleration, not only threatning the Overthrow of this 
Church, but giving a large Licence almoſt to all Errors 
and Blaſphemies, and throwing up all good Diſcipline, to 
(the Diſhonour of GOD, and the Scandal and Ruine of 
the true Chriſtian Religion, and the infallible Difturbance 
(ofthe Quiet, and to the Confuſion of this Church and Na- 
tion. And therefore, in the next Place, we do in all Hu- 
(mility, but with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, Beſeech, nay, 
Obteft Your Majeſty, by the ſame Mercy of GOD that 
reſtored this Church, and raiſed Your Majeſty to the 
'Throne, to Inrerpoſe for the Reliefof this Church, and 
'the Maintenance of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, againſt 


ent WM uch a manifeſt and ruining Encroachment, in ſuch Manner, 
lain - . as, in Your Royal Wiſdom and Juſtice, You ſhall think fit. 

con- That the gracious GOD may ever guide. Xour Maje- 
ung, dy with His Counſel, till after a long and happy Reign 
eſad g won Earth, He Crown You with Glory in Heaven, ſhall 


be the earneſt Prayers of, 


Law, ay it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 

and Your Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt Obedient, 
other - and moſt humble Subjects, 

/ the The Miniſters and Elders, Commiſſioners of the late 

uſe q General Aſſembly ef the Church of Scotland: 5 
ane = | | | 

i Signed in our-Name, and at our Appointment, by 


Sic ſabſcribitur, WILLIAM MITCHEL Maderator. 
, G 2 | | To 


— 1 ren. mm, + — eee ECCEEEES — — 


Diſcipline, eſtabliſhed by the Acts of Parliament purſy. 


Vnion, concluded betwixt the two Kingdoms, without 


Reformation. Since which Time they were ſtill judged 


_ © was founded upon the Act of Parliament 1592, E 
at 
P 


* Tie ACT of the 


To the QUEEN's moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


The humble Addreſs and Repreſentation of the Commiſſon 
& the late General Aſſembly of the Church of SCO. 


LAN D. | | | 

| | 4 

| a] 

May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, ES 0 

12 

© THO! we cannot forbear to regret the Want of Sue: W't 
- ceſs in our Endeavours, with Relation to a Bi. 


„lately paſt into an Act, Intituled, 4 Act for preventing e 
© the Diſturbing of thoſe of the Epiſcopal! Communion in Scot. 
© land, zz the Exerciſe of their religious Worſhip, apd in the ſe 
© of the Litargy of the Church of England; Yet ſeing we muſt 
o ſtill judge, That the Form and Purity of Worſhip preſently 
< within this Church, and its Presbyterian Government and 


ant to the Claim of Right, are to remain and continue 
© Unalterable, and that the Act of Parliament ſecuring our 
© Presbyterian Church Government, and the Eſtabliſhment 
© thereof, are to be held and obſerved in all Time coming, 
© as a fundamental and eſſential Condition of the Treaty of 


any Alteration thereof, or Derogation thereto, in any Sort 
for ever. LE nb 

We cannor but with all humble Duty and Submiſſion; 
© take Notice of another Bill preſented in the Parliament of 
© Great Britain for reſtoring of Patronages: Which we con- 
© ceive is contrary to our Church Conſtitution, ſo well ſe- 
© cured by the Treaty of Union, and ſolemnly ratified by the] 
Acts of Parliament of both Kingdoms, and will inevitably 
© obſtru& the Work of the Goſpel, and create great Diſorder 
© and Diſquiet in this Church and Nation. For the furthet 


© clearing whereof, we beg Leave to Repreſent to Your! 1 
* Majeſty, That from our firſt Reformation from Fopery, . ur 
© Patronages have been reckoned a Yoke and Burden upon a 
© the Church of Scotland, as is declared by the firſt and ſe- . be 


* cond Books of Diſcipline, publiſhed ſoon after the ſaid 


« a Grievance, till at length they came to be by Law 


© Theſe Patronages having been reſtored with Prelacy in bet 

© the Year 1661 and 1662, did indeed continue till the Lear Vi 

- © 1690, that Prelacie was aboliſhed, and Presbyterian Co-. Vi 
vvernment again eſtabliſhed ; And tho? the Act of Parliat 8 
© ment 1690, re · ſettling Presbyterian Church Governm eng ; 


bears a Relation to Patronages, yet the 
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General Aſſembly, 1712. 29 
(parliament 1690, doth expreſly except that Part of the 
old AR, and refer Patronages to be afterward conſidered, 
*which accordingly followed in the ſame Parliament 1690, 
hereby Your Majeſty may plainly perceive that the 
i Abolition of Patronages was made a Part of our Church 
Conſtitution, enacted by the Act 1690, and that this Ac 
1690, with all other Acts relative thereto, being expreſly 
'Ratied, and for ever Confirmed by the Act ſecuring, the 
'Proteſtant Religion, and Presbyterian ChurchGovernmenr, 
tand Ingroſſed as an eſſential Condition of the Ratifications of 
ithe Treaty of Union, Ry the Parliaments of both King. 
' doms, the ſaid Act aboliſhing Patronages, muſt be un- 
derſtood to be a Part of our Presbyterian Conſtitution, 
ſecured to us by the Treaty of Union, for ever. 

Jet the ſame Parliament 1690, was ſo tender of the 
vil Rights of Patrons, and fo ſincerely deſirous only to 
'reftore the Church to its juſt and primitive Liberty, in 
(calling Miniſters, in a Way agreeable to the Word of 
(God, that they only gee the Patrons Power of 
'Frefenting Miniſters to Churches vacant : But as to any 
Thing of their civil Rights, did better the Condition of 
'Patrons, not only by reſerving to them the Right ot Diſ- 
'polal of vacant. Sripends, for pious Uſes within the Pariſh, 
but alſo giving to them the heritable Right of the Tithes, 
"reſtricting the Miniſters who formerly had the ſaid Right 


7 


io Stipends much below the Value of the ſaid Tithes. ? 


This being then the true Account of our legal Settle- 
"ment, as to this Matter, we preſume alſo in 2 humble 


Duty, to repreſent to Your Majeſty, That the Reſtitution 
'of Patronages, as to the Point of Preſentation, can only 
'Gratifie a few, while onthe other Hand it muſt neceſſar- 
V Diſoblige a far greater Part of Your Majeſty's good 
"Objects, that are now ſreechof that Impoſition. 6 
Neither can we forbear to ſuggeſt to Your Majeſty, 
That from what is ſaid, it may eaſily be gathered what 
'Dificulties and Hardſhips Presbyteries may be laid 
"Under, as to their Complyance with this Innovation, 
and what Differences, Conteſts and Diſorders, may pro- 
'bably enſue betwixt Patrons, Presbyteries, Heritors and 
'Prople, beſide the known Abuſes wherewith Patronages 


have been attended, even in their moſt ſettled Conditi- 
on, whereof many Inſtances 75 4 be given, eſpecially 


that thereby-a Fundation was laid for Simoni acal Pactions 
betwixt Patrons and thoſe preſented by them; and like- 


viſe Miniſters were impoſed upon Pariſhes, by Patrons 
1 ho were utterly Strangers to their Circumſtances, hav- | 


og neither Property nor Reſidence, FT 
And therefore; we cannot but moſt humbly and ear- 


[1eſtly obreſt Your Majeſty, to conſider this Affair of re- 
ling Patronages in this Church, with all its Circum- 


ſtances 


= UT. 


« ſtances. and Conſequences And ſince through the Bleſ. 
© fing of GOD, and Your Majeſty's gracious Protection 
« we have hitherto been at Quiet and Eaſe in this Matter 


That Your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed in Your 


great Wiſdom, to uſe proper Means for preventing this 
* Encroachment, ſo evidently prejudicial to the Wei of 
© the Goſpel, and the Peace of this Church = 
That Your Majeſty may be Guided and Directed of 
© GOD, in the great and weighty Affairs of Your Govern. 


ment, and that after the Fulneſs of Earthly Bleſſings here, 


Lou may for ever wear a Crown of Glory that fadeth 
© not away, are the earneſt and fervent Prayers of, 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt Obedient; 
and moſt humble Subjes, 


The Miniſters and Elders, Commiſſioners of the late 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland: 


Signed in our Name, in our Preſence, and at 
our Appointment, by, 


WILLIAM MITCHEL Moderator, | 


AND the General Aﬀembly doth not only approve of 
the foreſaid two Addreſſes and Repreſentations above in- 
ſert ; But alſo hereby do further Impower the Commiſſion 
appointed by them, to Advert Carefully to the Concerns of 
this Church, in the Matters above mentioned, and Ordains 
them to uſe all dutiful and proper Means for obtaining Re- 


dreſs, of what is, or may be found therein Grievous ; And . 


to Advert to, and lay Hold, with all Duty and Deference, 
on every fit Occaſion, for that Effect. ; 


XI. 


ACT Appointing the more frequent Celebration of the Sacre 
| ment of the LO RD?s Supper. | | 


Edintargh, 13. Mey 1112. Self. 11: 


e General Aſſembly, conſidering that the Aſemblis | 


of this National Church, have, by ſeveral ASS 
appointed the frequent Celebration of the holy ** 


| crament of the LORD's Supper, in all the Congregation 
of this Church: And judging that the due Obſervaue 
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of theſe Acts will greatly tend to the Glory of G0 D, 


and Edification of Souls. Therefore, they do hereby 


enjoin all Presbyteries to Enquire, if the ſaid Acts be 


duly obſerved by all the Brethren; And in Caſe any 
Miniſter ſhall neglect to Celebrate the Sacrament of the 
LORD's Supper in his Pariſh for a whole Year, the Aſſem- 
bly appoints the Presbytery in which the ſaid Pariſh lies, 
to call for an Account of the Reaſons of his Omiſſion of that 
great and ſolemn Duty and Ordinance, and to Approve or 


Diſapprove the ſame as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, and to record 


their Diligence in this Matter. And for making this and 
other Acts and Recommendations of Aſſemblies effectual, 
the General Aſſembly enjoins the Synods at their ſeveral 
Meetings,to enquire at the Pesbyteries within theirBounds, 


what Care they have taken to execute the ſaid Act, an 


other Recommendations foreſaid, and ordains that their 
Books ſhall bear an Account of their Diligence therein: 


And in order thereto, the Aſsembly appoints the ſeveral 


Synods, to make up a Roll of all Matters that have been, 
or ſhall be recommended by the Aſſemblies of this Church, 


to be enquired at Presbyteries, and ordains the ſaid Roll to 


be inſerted in their Regiſter, and given to the Viſitors of 


the Presbytery Books, that they may take Notice of, and 


report the Diligence of Presbyteries in executing the ſaid 
Acts and Recommendations. And in like manner it is 
agreed, That the Aſſembly ſhall make up a Roll of all Mat- 
ters appointed to be enquired at Synods, and ordains every 
new Act and Recommendation, ſo ſoon as they are made, 


to be added to the ſaid Rolls, that thereby the General Aſ- 


And 


1 


ſemblies may know how their Acts and Recommendations 
are obſerved by the ſeveral Synods and Presbyteries of this 


Church. 
Tv 


ACT for the further Encouragement of Students having 


| Iriſh. | | 
Edinburgh, 13. May 1712. Poſt Merid. Seſs. 12. 


Mb HE General Aſſembly recommends to Synods, to ad- 


mit no more Burſars having the Iriſh Language, 


but ſo many, to each of whom they are in a Condition to 
pay ten Pounds Sterling atleaſt, and for that End, appoints 


the Burſaries of more Presbyteries than two or three, if 
they be ſmall, to be joined together to make up the 
faid Sum: And for making this Recommendation the more 
Effectual, the Aſſembly appoints the ſeveral Presbyteries, 


| toſend in to the Meeting of the Commiſſion of this Aſſem- 
bly in Faly next, a particular and diſtin& Account of the 
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Quotas of their Burſaries, ſubſcribed by their Moderator 


and Clerk, and appoints the Commiſſion to Proportion the 


* 


ſaid Burſaries in the ſeveral Diſtricts, ſo as to make ten 
Pounds Sterling at leaſt to each Burſar, out of the half of the 
Burſaries appropriated by the Acts of Aſſembly for that Uſe. 
And conſidering that there are ſeveral hopeful young Men 
unprovided, the Aſſembly requires the ſeyeral Synods 


timeoully to fill up their vacant Burſaries, in manner above. 


mentioned, and ordains them to Examine Burſars, at leaf 
once every Year, at their Meetings, in Harveſt or Winter, 
And the Aſſembly underſtanding, that there are many of 
the Students who rely upon theſe Burſaries for their Main. 
tenance and Encouragement, that are reduced to great 
Straits through not Payment thereof, they do enjoin Pref. 
byteries to pay in punctually their ſeveral Proportions of 


the ſaid Burſaries, and appoints the Names of Deficients 
to be given in to the Meetings of the Commiſſion, that im- 
mediately preceed each Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly in. 


ſtructs their Commiſſion to look out for hopeful young Men 
having the Triſþ Language, in order to be put on Trials, and 
renews the Powers given to the laſt Commiſſion, to this 
X11. | 
Advice conterning Soldiers under Scandals, 


Edinburgh, 13. May 1712. Poſt Merid. Seſſ. 12. 


TIE General Aſſembly conſidering, That it may prove 


Inconvenient to bring Soldiers under Scandals, back to 


the Pariſhes where they were Delated as Guilty, to fatisfic 


Church Diſcipline there, after they are removed to Places 
very Remote: Therefore, in caſe of Scandals among Sol- 


diäeers, the Aſſembly does adviſe Kirk-Seffions to proceed 
without Delay againſt the Delinquents, ſo ſoon as the Scan- 
dal breaks out : And in caſe the Soldiers guilty be removed * 


from their Bounds before any Scandal breaks out, or during 
the Dependence of the Proceſs againſt them, the Aſſembly 
allows, That the ſaid ſcandalous Soldiers ſatisfie Church 
Diſcipline, in the Pariſh where they are quartered for the 
Time; And appoints the Kirk-Seffion of that Pariſh, to 
report what is done, to the Kirk-Seffion of the Pariſh in 
. whith the Scandal broke out, or where the Proceſs was 
Commenced, that they may Cauſe intimate the ſame in 
their Congregation. And the Aſſembly adviſes Church 


Judicatures to proceed with all Tenderneſs and Prudence, 


in dealing with Strangers, ſo that the Ends of Church Diſ- 
eipline may be reached. 


Fl 


General Aſſembly, 1712. " 


401 Concerning the Preſervation of the Regiſters of the 
General Aſſembly. S F the 


Edinburgh, 13. May 1712. Poſt Merid. Seſſ. 12. 


a THE General Aſſembly judging it ſufficient for the Pre- 


ſervation of the Records of this Church, that Copies 
thereof be lodged in the Library of each Univerſity, ac- 
cording to the Act pait in the Aſſembly 1692, and this 
in Place of ſending them to each Synod, as was ordered 
by the General Aſſembly 1703: Therefore, they do here- 
by appoint, That a Copy of the Proceedings of every Aſ- 
embly be ſent to the Library of each of the Univerſities in 
Scotland, to be lodged there, and kept for the Uſe of the 
Church and Judicatories thereof, and that the Faculties of 
the ſeveral Univerſities, do, upon Receipt of the ſaid Co- 


ies, ſend in to the Commiſſions of each General Aſſembly, 


n Extract of an Act of their Faculty, under their Clerk's 
Hand, acknowledging the Receipt of the ſaid Copies, and 
that they are lodged in their Library, only in Truſt, for 


J the Uſe and Behoof of the Church, and obliging them to 


make them furthcoming to any of the Judicatories of this 
Church that calls for them, upon their Receipt and Oblige- 
nent to return the ſame : And the Aſſembly repeals the ſaid 
At 1703, which appoints Copies to be ſent to each Synod, 


on the publick Charges of the Church, but allows the 


Clerk of Aſſembly, to give Copies to ſuch of the Judica- 
tries of this Church, as ſhall call for them, upon their own 
Expences. | 


X V. 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters to join with the Presytery of 


I Lorn, for viſiting Lochaber, and other Pariſhes in the 
| Bounds of that Presbytery. 2 


Edinburgh, 14. May 1712. Ante Merid. Seſſ. 13. 


Me General Aſſembly having had under Conſideration 

1 the State of Lochaber and other Pariſhes within the 
Bounds of the Presbytery of Lorn, the Length and 
Breadth thereof, the Abounding of Popery therein, and 
Want of Schools in thoſe Parts, judged it neceſsary that 
three Miniſters from the Lowlands, and as many from the 


Iynod of Argyle, ſhould be ſent to join with the ſaid Preſ- 
byter y of Lorz, to Perambulate the ſaid Bounds, Diſcourſe 
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with the Heritors and Inhabitants, concerning new Erecti. 


ons of Churches in that Country, and Settlement ol 


Schools therein, and to endeavour to get Places conde. 
ſcended on for that Effect, and to obtain in Writ the Con. 


ſent of the Heritors. And the General Aſſembly did, and 


hereby do Nominate, Commiſſionate and Appoint, the 
Reverend Mr. Neill Campbell Miniſter at Roſneath, Mr. 


Daniel M*Gulchrift at Luſs, Mr. Alexander Fraſer at c, 


Mr. Dagald Steuart at Rotheſay, Mr. Daniel M lean at Kil. 
bride, and Mr. Dancan Campbell at Rilchranan Miniſters, to 
join with the ſaid Presbytery of Lorn, for the Ends above 
mentioned: And alſo, for preaching the Goſpel, viſiting 
of Families, and doing other Miniſterial Duties in the faid 
Country. And the General Aſsembly appoints the Perſons 
above- named, and the foreſaid Presbytery of Lorn, to meet 
for the Ends foreſaid at Fort- Milliam, the firſt Medneſdiy 
of July next to come, at Ten of the Clock Forenoon, and 
to continue in that Country, in Proſecution of the Ends of 
this their Commiſſion, ſuch Part of this Summer as they 
Hall find neceſsary for the Effect foreſaid, and report to the 
next General Aſsembly. 122 


X VII 
0 Concerning the Oath of Abjaration; 


— 


Edinburgh, 14. May 1712. Ante Merid. Sefs. 13; | 


HE General Aſsembly, in Purſuance of the Reſerve 
made by them in their Approbation of the Proceed. 

ings of the Commiſſion of the laſt General Aſsem- 
bly of this Church, taking into their more particular Con- 


ſideration, the Proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſion, about 


the Oath of Abjuration ; And more eſpecially, the humble 


Addreſs and Repreſentation of the ſaid Commiſſion, made 
tothe Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty in that Matter ; They 
do Approve and Ratifie the foreſaid Proceedings, and more 


eſpecially the foreſaid humble Addreſs and Repreſentation, 


judging the ſame to have been True, Dutiful, Faithful, | 


and moſt Seaſonable: And in Token of their ſaid Appro- 


* — . — — — —”—— ů — — 


Co 3 Vatd 1 


N AR | 
* ov nc, @a..*_v 4 4 . * 95 "Rk N 
— » __ > * 32 * Py * 4 e %*. "1 


kf: 


General Aſſembly, 1912, 35 


Vnto the QUEEN's moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


. | The hamble Adareſs and Repreſentation of the Commiſſion of 


the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, met by 
Appointment of the ſaid Aſſembly, at Edinburgh the 5th 
| of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve Tears, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


Ti PON Notice we had of a Bill depending in Parlia- 


2 ment, Intituled, A Bill to prevent the Diſturbing of 
bn je of the Epiſcopal Communion in Scotland, in the Exer- 
'ciſe of their Religious Worſhip, and in the Uſe of the Li- 
arg) of the Church of England; We in all Humility pre- 
ſumed to Addreſs Your Majeſty for the Preſervation of 
our prefent Eſtabliſhment, as ſecured to us by Law, and 


for preventing the Tnconveniencies that might enſue on 


the foreſaid Toleration, at the paſſing whereof thereafter 
in both Houſes of Parliament, we cannot but be deeply 
affected. 3 | 

But now that by the foreſaid Bill, the Oath of Abjura- 
tion, Enacted for the better Security of Your Majeſty's 


'*Perſon and Government, and the Eabliſhment of the Suc- 
f {ceſion to the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, is appointed 


'to be taken by all Miniſters; We do, in moſt hum- 
'ble Duty, truly and ſincerely own and acknowledge, 


That Your Majeſty is Lawful and Rightful Queen of this 


*Realm, and of all Your other Dominions and Countries 
thereunto belonging: And do ſolemnly and ſincerely De- 
'clare, That we do believe the Perſon pretended to be the 


Prince of Wales, during the Life of the late King James, 


(and ſince his Deceaſe pretending to be, and taking upon 
( himſelf the Stile and Title of King of England, by the 
Name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by the Name 
' of James the Eighth, or the Stile and Title of King of 


Great Britain, hath not any Right or Title whatſoever, 


to the Crown of this Realm, or any other of the Domini- 


ons thereunto belonging; And we do moſt heartily Re- 
nounce and Refuſe any Allegiance or Obedience to him; 


And we withal, ſolemnly and ſincerely Profeſs, That we 


will bear Faith and true Allegiance to Your Majeſty, in all 


Duties and Occaſions whatſomever, that can be Incum- 
(bent on us: And further, we do faithfully Promiſe to the 


eutmoſt of our Power, to Support, Maintain and Defend 
the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, againſt 


* the faid Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever, un- 


derſtanding the foreſaid Oath of Abjuration in the fulleſt 


*Senſe, wherein it can be underſtood, to Renounce and 
Diſclaim any Right that the ſaid Pretender can claim to 


{. Your foreſaid Dominions ; And in the plain Senſe of the 
| 1 2 | Words, 


26 | The ACTS of the 


Words, in fo far as the ſaid Oath, and the Acts to which 
it refers, Settles and Entails the Succeſſion of the Crown 


of theſe Dominions, for Default of Iſſue of Your Majeſty, 


© on the Princeſs Sophia Electoreſs Dutcheſs Dowager of 


Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body being Proteſtants, 


But ſeing we cannot diſſemble with Your Majeſty; 


that there remains a Scruple with many, as if the Con- 
© ditions mentioned in the Acts of Parliament, Eſtabliſhin 


© the Succeſſion, referred to by the ſaid Oath, were to he 
© underſtood as a Part thereof, and that to Swear to ſome. 


© thing in theſe Conditions, ſeems not conſiſtent with our 
known Principles: And that it is Expreſly Declared and 
© Statuted, by the Treaty & Articles of Union, and the Acts 
of Parliament of both Kingdoms Ratifying the ſame, That 
none of the Subjects of Scotland ſhall be liable to, but all 


and every one of them for ever free, of any Oath, Teſt, 


or Subſcription within Scotland, contrary to, or incon- 
ſiſtent with our preſent Presbyterian Church Eftabliſh- 


© ment; We in the moſt Humble and Dutiful manner, moſt . 


© earneſtly Beſeech and Obteſt, That this our Addreſs 


© and Repreſentation, and moſt Sincere Declarations there. 
in contained, may be Graciouſly accepted by Your Maje. 
(ty, without Reſpect to the foreſaid Conditions ſcrupled 
at, as the juſt and true Signification of our Allegiance and 


© Duty, and our Senſe of the foreſaid Oath and Engage- 


ment, to prevent all Miſtakes and Miſ-repreſentations that 


* poſſibly we may be liable to in this Matter. 


© That the LORD may Eminently Bleſs Your Majeſty, | 


and after a long and happy Reign upon Earth, Receive 


* You into everlaſting Glory, is and ſhall be the Earneſk 


© Prayers of, 
Hy i pluſe Tour Maj 


and moſt Humble Subjects, : 


The Miniſters and Elders, Commiſſioners of the late” 


General Aſſembly ofthe Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our Preſence, in our Name, and at our 


Appointment, by : 
WILLIAM MITCHEL Moderator: 


AN the Aſſembly further Conſidering, That it hath 
pleaſed Her Majeſty, in Her Gracious Letter to this Aſſem· 
bly, to Declare, That the faid Addreſs of the Commiſſion 
preſented to Her by thoſe therewith Entruſted, did ſo much 
manifeſt their Loyalty and good Affection to Her a — 


Your Majeſty* moſt Faithful, moſt Obedieat; 


ite 
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fron and Government, and their true Concern ſor the 


J uvcceſſion in the Proteſtant Line by Law Eſtabliſhed, That 


+could not but be acceptable, as iving Her Majeſty good 
Ground to expect, that there will de nothing in the PR 
lure of this Aſſembly, but what ſhall be Putiful; And 
vithal, Conſidering, That ſuch of this Church as have 


aken, or may be clear to take the foreſaid Oath of Abjura- 


tion, and ſuch as are not clear, do all equally Profeſs, that 
they heartily agree to all the Points of Loyalty and Duty 
dove aſſerted; the Security whereof appears to be intended 
by the. ſaid Oath, as fully Witneſſed by Her Majeſty's 
greſaid Gracious Acceptation ; And that ſuch as are not 
tear to take the ſaid Oath, as it is propoſed, do differ, as 
eing apprehenſive that the Qath, as it ſtands in terminis, 
foth contain, or may be Interpret to imply, ſome further 
Engagement not agreeable to our Principles, and ſuch 
$can be only cleared by the Legiſlator, which ſuch as are 
dear ( if they did not judge Groundleſs) would be 


Is careful to avoid; Therefore the Aſſembly for a full and 


wanimous Manifeſtation of their Loyalty and Duty in the 
Premiſſes to all concerned; And withal, to eſtabliſn a right 


Ind good Underſtanding among themſelves, and all the 


Members of this Church, in the Matters wherein they are 
reed, and to prevent, as much as poſſible, all Miſtakes 
won tlie foreſaid Difficulties, and different Practices that 
may thereon enſue, to the Prejudice of true Chriſtian and 
mutual Charity, have thought fit to Declare, and do here- 
by ſolemnly Declare and Aſcertain their Allegiance to Her 
Majeſty Queen ANNE, as only Lawful and Rightful 


Queen of this Realm, and all other Her Majeſty's Domi- 


ons and Countries thereunto belonging: And their Dif- 
owning and Diſclaiming of the forefaid Pretender, his hav- 
ing any Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this 
Realm, or any other of the Dominions thereunto belong- 


Ing; And therefore, Renouncing and Refuſing all Allegi- 
uce and Obedience to him; and that they will bear Faith - 
aud true Allegiance to Her Majeſty, in all Duties and Occa- 
ons whatſoever, that can be incumbent on them: And 


further, That they do Promiſe Faithfully, to the utmoſt of 


F their Power, to Support, Maintain and Defend the Succeſſi- 


on of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, Settled and Entail- 
el, for Default of Iſſue of Her Majeſty's Body, on the Prin- 


I eeß Sophia Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, 
and the Heirs of Her Body being Proteſtants, againſt the 


ſaid Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever: Which 


being the Obligations and Duties contained in the ſaid Oath, 


wherein we are all agreed,the General Aſſembly doth moſt 


frriouſly obteſt all the Miniſters and Members of this 


Church, whatever may happen to be their different Prac- 


hee, to entertain a good Underſtanding herein, in all mu- 
| fual Forbearance, firmly hoping, through the Grace of 


GOD, 
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GOD, that if they continue in the ſame good Mind, a 3 


ing and ſerving the LORD in Sincerity, and bearin 
with one another in mutual Love and Charity, our Gra. 
cious GOD will Extricate us out of all theſe Difficulties, - 


XVII. 
An Addreſs to tbe QUEEN concerning the Oath of Abjaration, 
At Edinburgh May 14: 1712. 


To the QUEEN? moſt Excellent MATESTY, 
The humble Addreſs of the Miniſters and Elders met in 
the General Aſſembly of the Church of SCOTLAND. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


HE Commiſſion of the laſt General Aſſembly of 


this Church, being informed, that the Oath of 


Abjuration was to be enjoined to all the Miniſters there. 


of, did enter into an humble Addreſs and Repreſentation 
to Your. Majeſty, for declaring and aſcertaining their 
Loyalty to Your Majeſty, their Diſowning and Diſclaim- 
ing of the Pretender, and their faithful promiſing to the 


utmoſt of their Power, to Support, Maintain and Defend 


— 


the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, Set- 
tled and Entailed on the Princeſs Sophia Electoreſs and 


all other Perſons whatſoever ; But withal, did humbly 
ſuggeſt to Your Majeſty, that a Scruple remained with 
many, as if the Conditions mentioned in the Acts of Par- 
liament, eſtabliſhing the Succeſſion, referred to by the 
ſaid Oath, were to be underſtood as a Part thereof, which 
is judged not to be conſiſtent with our known Principles: 


And therefore, did plead to be relieved in the Terms 


of the Treaty, and Articles of the Union. And Your Ma- 


jeſty have been pleaſed in Vour gracious Letter to this Af- 
ſembly, to Declare, That the faid Addreſs did fo much 


manifeſt their Loyalty and good Affection to Your Royal 
Perſon and Government, and their true Concern for the 
Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, that it could not but be 
acceptable. We at preſent met in this Aſſembly, finding 
that the foreſaid Scruples do ſtill remain with many of us, 


thought fit in Purſuance of our moſt humble Duty, and for 


further Manifeſtation of our Loyalty in the Premiſſes, and 
for eſtabliſhing a right and good Underſtanding among the 
Miniſters and Members of this Church, to renew rhe fore- 


ſaid Declaration and Aﬀertion of our Loyalty to Your Ma. 


jeſty, as our only Lawful and Rightful Sovereign, ando 


our true and zealous Concern for the Succeſſion of the 


Crown 


Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of Her 
Body, being Proteſtants, againſt the ſaid Pretender, and. 
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Crown in the Proteſtant Line, againſt the ſaid Pretender, 
and all other Perſons whatſoever. But ſeing that the afore- 
aid Scruples as to the ſaid Oath, do ſtill remain with ma- 
ny of us, and that Your Majeſty may plainly perceive how 
that all the Miniſters of this Church, do, notwithſtanding 
of the foreſaid Scruples, fully agree in their aſſerting their 
Loyalty to Your Majefty, and diſowning any Right or 
Title in the Pretender, or any other, and their dutiful and 
zealous Concern for the Succeſſion of the Crown in the 
Proteſtant Line, All which Points we are willing to affirm 
by our great Oath, if thereto required. We cannot but in 
al humble Duty to Your Majeſty, and Chriſtian Charity 
to one another, and for preſerving the Unity, Peace. and 
Quiet of this Church, moſt humbly and earneſtly Addreſs 
Your Majeſty, That ſuch of us as may remain unclear as 


I tothe taking of the faid Oath, may yet be favourably re- 


garded by Your Majeſty, as your moſt Loyal and Dutiful 
Subjects: And that Your Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to Interpoſe for their Relief, in ſuch Manner as 
n Your Royal Wiſdom You ſhall judge Expedient. And 
ths moſt humble Addreſs, we, with all Submiſſion, are 
noved to make, with the greater Earneſtneſs, That we 
ze, all of us, moſt ſeriouſly deſirous to keep, the Mini- 


ters of this Church, and all under their Charge, in the 


geateſt Unanimity, as to the Points of Loyalty and Duty 


J Your Majeſty, and in Peace and Concord among them- 
|. I fives, for the advancing of Your Majeſty's Service, and 


the Honour and Intereſt of Your Government. 
That Your Majeſty's Reign may be Long and Proſperous, 


nd that You may be Guided and Directed of GOD, in 


the great and weighty Affairs of Your Government, and 


that Your Councils and Undertakings may be ſtill Succeſs- 
ful, for Preſerving and Defending the Reformed Proteſtant. 


atereſt at Home and Abroad, are the earneſt and fervent 
layers of, . 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt Obedient; 
and moſt Humble Subjects, 1 
The Miniſters and Elders, met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our Preſence, and at our Appoint: 
ment, by | 


WILLIAM HAMILTON Moderator. 


Pal —UvU—Ü—ͤ—— — 
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An Addreſs to the QUEEN, Concerning the Repreſentati. 


ons made to Her MAJESTY by the late Commiſſion. 
Edinburgh, 15. May 1712. Ante Merid. Seſs. 16, 
To the QUEEN's moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


The humble Addreſs of the ' Miniſters and Elders met in the 


General Aſſembly of the Church of SCOTLAN D. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, | 
AVING taken Liberty in another Addreſs humbly 


to repreſent to Your Majeſty, what may tend to 
the full Declaration of our Duty and Loyalty to 


Your Majeſty, and our ſincere Concern for the Succeſſion 
in the Proteſtant Line, and for procuring Relief and Eaſe 
to ſuch of us as may find our ſelves Straitned, as to the 
taking of the Oath of Abjuration, in the Manner appoint- 


ed: We being met in the General Aſſembly of this 


Church, do, in all humble Duty, beg Leave to put Your 


Majeſty further in mind of the Things which were laid be- 


fore Your Majeſty by the Commiſſion of the laſt General 


Aſſembly, as Grievous and Prejudicial to this Church; 


And indeed the late Occurrences that have happened, do 
ſo nearly affect our well ſettled and ſecured Church Eſtab- 


liſnment, that we cannot poſſibly be ſilent, That the In- 


conveniencies and Troubles that we thence apprehend, 
may never be found amongſt us, is our moſt ſerious Wiſh. 


But ſince Your Majeſty in Your Gracious Letter to this 


Aſſembly, hath been pleaſed not only to aſſure us of Your 
firm Purpoſe to maintain the Church of Scotland as eſtab- 
liſhed by Law ; But alfo, that You will imploy Your ut- 


moſt Care to Protect us, and Redreſs our juſt Complaints, 


we moſt humbly beg Leave to acquaint Your Majeſty, 
That we have Inftruded and Impowered the Commiſſion 
appointed by this Aſſembly, to Advert carefully to all good 
Opportunities, and to uſe all proper and dutiful Means 


and Methods, whereby theſe our Grievances may be 


happily Redreſſed. 


And therefore, we do in all humble Duty Addreſs Your 


Majeſty, That according to Your wonted Goodneſs, and 


the gracious Condeſcendence wherewith You have favour- 


ed us on the like Occaſions, Your Majeſty would be pleaſc 


to give ſuch Countenance to the Addreſſes that ma 


8 


PE | happen 


the 


I bappen to be made to Vour Majeſty, by our ſaid Commiſſi- 


ati. 


TY ' the General Aſſembly, 
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on, for Relief in the Premiſſes, and to interpoſe Your Rov. 
l Authority in ſuch Sort for a juſt Red refs that this Church 


may ſtill have the Comfort of Your Majeſty's Protection, 


with the Benefit of the Royal Aſſurances that have been fo 
often confirmed to us. 

That G0 D may long preſerve Your Majeſty for th 
Good of all Your People, and the Protection and 7 
of all the e wr of . ht and that aſter a proſperous 
Reign upon Earth, You may enjoy an Eternal C 
Heaven, is and ſhall be the ſincere Prayer of 9 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
' Your Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt Obedient, 
alkand moſt Humble Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders, met in this National Af 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


© 
' — 


Signed in our Preſence, in our Name, and at our 
Appointment, by 


WILLIAM HAMILTON Moderator: 
| - TEX 
. AC T Appointing the Diet of the next General Aſſembly; 
_.  Eainbargh, 15. Ma 1712. Seff. 13. & Ult. 
PHE next General Aſſembly of this Church, is appointed 


1 to be held at Edinburgh the laſt Thurſday of April 
hext, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Thirteen Years. 


This General 4 ſſembly was concluded with Prayer, Singing 


the 133 Pſalm, and pronouncing of the Bleſſing. 
Colefied and Extraited from the Regiſters of 


JO: DUN DAS, Ci. Ecel. Scot. 


— — 


0 
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TT IV, 


Ruling Elders, Members of this Aſſembly did con- 
veen, and Mr. William Hamilton was choſen Mode- 
rator. May 1. 1712. Seſſion 1. | | 
The Queen's Commiſſion to Joh» Duke of Athol. IBidem. 
His Grace Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner's Speech to the 
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_ gracious Letter. id. | 5 
Committee appointed for Overtures, &c. Ibid. 
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preach before his Grace Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner, 
2 up Liſts of Probationers and Students of Divinity. 
J | 5 5 
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Exa mining the Regiſter of the Proceedings of the Com- 
miſſion of the late General Aſſembly, and for Auditing 
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duced next Meeting, to be Reviſed and Examined. bid, 


Appointment of a Diet of the General Aſſembly for ſolemn 


- Publick Prayer, Ii. 
Diet ſpent in Prayer, May 24. 1712. Seſſion 24. 


- 


Nomination of fome to Preach betore Her Majeſty's Com- 


| 5 e . 
Additions to Committees. id. 


Some Commiſhons produced, Abſents excuſed, and Addi- 


tions to Committees, May 34. 1712. Seffion 34. 
The Act, for preſerving good Order in the Aſſembly-houſe, 
vas read and appointed to, be obſerved. Ibid. . 6s 
An Anſwer to Her Majeſty's gracious Letter unanimouſly 
 approven, and the Moderator's Speech thereupon. Ibid. 
eport concerning Commiſſions, with an Appointment to 
write to Synods, to ſee that Presbyterics take Care their 
. Commiſſions to their Repreſentatives be agreeable to the 


Ads of the General Aſſembly. Tbid. Re- 
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Remit to the Committee for Overtures, concerning the aug: 
menting the Number of Reprèſentatives from the Pregby- 
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General Aſſembly 1706, and the Members of the Come 


miſſion were commended, for their Faithfulnefs and Di- 


ligence, May 5. 1712. Seſsion 5. wt 
The Conſideration of the Addreſſes of the late Commiſion 
to the Queen and Parliament, concerning the Toleration, 
Abjuration and Patronages, and the Management of 
Mrs. William Car ſtares, Thomas Blackwall and Robert Bail. 
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Remit to the Committee for Overtures, to conſider of ſome 
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Church's publick Money. Ibid. 3 


The Report concerning the Procurator and A gent's Ac- 


compts, ordered to ly on the Table, that Members may 
r DoD... Fi 
A Committee named to confider the Accompts of Jo 

klar Agent for the Church. Wi, 5. 


= 


INDEX 


ſbe Members of this Aſſembly ordered to meet by their 
ſeveral Synods, and name Perſons to be on a Committee 

wal naming the Members ofa Commiſion to be appointed 

I 'I by this Aſſembly, and for preparing Draughts of their 
I Commiſsion, and Inſtructions. Ibid. 


? | two named to Preach before His Grace the Commiſsion- 
er, 6. May 1712. Seſsion 5 | 
ILiſt of Perſons in the ſeveral Synods brought in, and ap- 
pointed as a Committee for drawing the Commiſsion, 
»» | faming the Perſons to be thereon, and preparing their 
he Inftruftions. id. 
Meeting of the Committee of Overtures appointed to 
che confider the Inſtructions from Presbyteries, and all 
Members of the Aſſembly and Miniſters allowed to be 
preſent thereat. Iidt. | 
ſhe Act anent Infant Baptiſm, Voted and Approven; And 
I the Overture concerning the LORD's Supper Recom- 
Her . mitted. 16:4. DS * 
Her It approving the Accompts of the Procurator for the 
2k. © Church for One Year and three Quarters, viz. from the 


24th of June 1710, till the 24th of March 1712, and 


a diſcharging him and his Cautioner, and appointing 
sa. the Ballance of 35 tb. 7 ſh. 3 d. one half Peny Sterling 
ing, * to him, 1 1 ſtated as the firſt Article of his next 
| ccompts. 46:4. „ 1 

bon Ii approving the Accompts of Nicol Spence conjunct A- 
the I feat, and appointing the Ballance of 71 fh. 8 ſh. 4 d. and 


Di. kim out of the publick Money. 16:4. 

Neitions for John Moncur, Margaret Moſman and Agnes 
sion Campbell, Craving to be admitted Printers to the Church, 
tion, n Flace of Margaret Gib deceaſt, and a Committee ap- 
t of I} doined to confer with them, 6. May 2712. Seſſion 6. _ 
Bil. Naumation made at the Deſire of the Committee of the So- 
all I «ty for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, of a Meet- 
ing they had appointed, that any who pleaſed, might ſee 
ome | their Books, in order to be ſatisfied as to their Manage- 
the Ment. I6:d. 3 | 3 N Fa 
1 Wtition for the united Pariſhes of Tingwall, Wieſdale, White- 
Ac: % and Galberwick, in Letland, concerning a new 
may Erection, and building of a Church there, and anent a 
I I Contribution for building a Bridge over the Water of 


John Strome, referred to the Commiſſion, except the laſt Part, 
& to which there is a Recommendation for a voluntary 
Contribution granted, Mey 8. 1712: Seſſion 7. 


ference to the Commiſſion, of a Proceſs concerning the 
9 5 | M com 


ame Abſents excuſed, others added to Committees, and 


j Part Peny Sterling Money due to him, to be paid to 
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competin} Calls of Barntiſland, to Mr. Ebenezer Erskine 
and Mr. William Dugud. Ibid, | 


Remit to a Committee, of a Proceſs concerning the com. 


peting Calls of St. Martine to Mr. John Smith and Mr. 
James Feichney, Ibid. 1 K 


Reference to the Commiſſion, in favours of Mr. David 


Anderſon, Profeſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen, anent a Pro. 
ceſs at the Inſtance of Dr. James Gairden againſt him 
the Precedent whereof is of Concern to this Whole 
Church, May 9. 1712. Seſſion 8. | | 
Petition for the Synod of Roſs concerning; their Grievances, 
with an Act appoining Mr. Archibald Mequeen torepair 
thither; But continuing Mr. Daniel Bain with Gene. 


ral Marray's Regiment, and remitting it to the Com- 


miſſion, to look out for Probationers and Students ha- 
ving Iriſb, to be ſent to Roſs. And allowing that Synod 
two Precepts, one for 1175 th. 18 ſh. 8 d. out of the 
Equivalent, and another for 200 Th. Scots Money. Tbid, 


Remit to the Committee for Bills of two Petitions, one for 
Mr. Daniel Campbell, and another for Mr. Patrick Pollock, | 
Students of Divinity, having Iriſh, Craving Burſaries, | 


Ibid. 


Reference to the Commiſſion concerning the Planting of 


the Vacancies in the Kirks of Glaſgow. Ibid, 


Proteſtation by the Lord Pollock, for himſelf, and in Name 
of the Pariſh of Eaſtwood, againſt the City of Glaſgom, for 
not inſiſting in their Appeal in the Proceſs for Tranſpor- | 
tation of Mr. Robert Widrow-to Glaſgow, and an Act de- 


claring the ſame fallen from. Ibid. 


Petition for the Commiſſioners from the Presbyteries in the * 
, Synod of Aberdeen, Craving the Aſſembly would declare 
the Meaning of the firſt Paragraph of the 7th Chapter of | 


the Form of Proceſs, being read, a Diet was aſſigned to 
hear the ſaid Commiſsioners thereupon. Did. 
Reference to the Commiſsion of the Proceſſes upon the com- 


peting Calls of St. Martines, to Mr. John Smith and Mr. | 


James Feichney. Ibid. e 

The General Aſſembly's Approbation of the Synod of Aber. 
deen's Senſe of the firſt Paragragh of the 7th Chapter of 
the Form of Proceſs, and Declaration of the Aſſem- 
bly's Difpleaſure with Mr. James. Maitland, and other Bre. 
'thren,. for their creating ſo much Trouble to the Synod 

in that Matter. —_ 85 r 

The Synods of Argyle, Morray and Damfreis, not having 
produced their Books; _ are ordered to produce the 
ſamen to the next General Aﬀembly, May 10. 1712. 
Seſsion 9 and 10.1 n _ 


0 


The 


T 


ſhe Synod Books of Perth and Stirling atteſted, May 10. 
1712. Seſsion 9. — | 
com. Reference to the Commiſsion concerning the ſpeedy plant- 
| Mr, ing of the Churches of Edinburgh, and Thanks given to 

| the Magiſtrates and 'Town Council of Edinburgh, for 

David || their Care in providing more Places for publick Wor- 


him, I Letter from Mr. Thomas Blackwell, concerning his ſtay- 


hole ing at London, and ſhewing that he had Dedicated his 
Book, Intituled, Methodus Evangelica, &c. to the Ge- 
ances, neral Aſſembly. Lid. | RL 
repair Reference to the Commiſsion, of a Proceſs concerning the 
ene. Call of Aberlemno, to Mr. John Ferguſſon Miniſter at. A. 
Com. ber brothwich, May 12. 1712. Seſsion 10. | 
ts ha. Mr. William Carſtares, Mr. Thomas Blackwell and Mr. Ro- 
ynod || bert Baillie, Commiſsioners for managing this Church's 
the I] Affairs at London laſt Winter, get the Afzembly's 
bid, 11 Thanks for their Faithfulneſs, Care and Diligence; and 
e for it is referred to the Commiſsion to Re-imburſe them of 
Wb, Wer Charges. - Ii. .. 0, 
ies. Ihe Synod Books of Fife, Angus and Merns, Roſs and Su- 
therland, Orkney, Lothian and Tweeddale, Merſe and Te- 
g of I] viotdale, Galloway, and Air, and Glaſgow, attefted, with 
I fome Remarks on the Synod Books of Merſe and Glaſ- 
ame * ä | 
Ide Queen's Commiſsioner did acquaint the General Aſ- 
bo- ſembly, that Her Majeſty had given new Assurances of 
de- Her Reſolution to Protect this Church, and Defend the 
Miniſters and Judicatories thereof, from Infults, and to 
Redreſs their juſt Complaints. Ibid. 1421 
Reference to the Commilsion, to give all due Encourage- 
ment and Aſsiſtance to the Synod of Roſs and Sutherland, 
in their Difficulties, as they ſhall be applyed to for that 
Effect. Jbid. . | 


ral Aſsembly, to meet with the Committee of the Society 
for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, and new Advertiſe- 
ment was given to any other who pleaſed to meet with 
them alſo, in order to be Satisfied, as to the Society's 


Management. J1bid. 


re- I] His Grace Her Majeſty's Commiſsioner, did acquaint the 


od General Aſsembly, That the Queen had graciouſly re- 
ceived their Anſwer to Her Letter, and was well fatisf1- 
Ng ed with the Expreſsions of Duty and Loyalty contained 
he therein. May 13. 1712. Seſſion 11. I 

2. Thoſe named to meet with the Committee of the Society 


ſeen 


One Miniſter out of every Synod, was named by the Gene- 


for promoting as Knowledge, reported they had 
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- I ND E X. 
ſeen their Books, and diſcourſed concerning the Society's Reſer 
Management, „ and declared their great Satis faction! BY 
E therewith. JUbid. _ * abe 
The Synod Book of Aberdeen atteſted, Ibid. - Ie 
Agnes Campbell Relit of Andrew Anderſon, Printer to Her C10 
Majeſty, appointed to be Printer to this Church. 14;4, IA A 
Act declaring Mr. John Grant Miniſter of Nillimure Weſter tio 
Tranſportable to any Pariſh within Scotland. Ibid. 
Reference to the Commiſsion, of a Proceſs at the Inſtancæ (| © 
of the Earl of Breadalbine and others, for removing Mr. I Refet 
Archibald Campbell Miniſtet, from Weem. Ibidt. 
Mr. Alexander Fraſer appointed to repair to the Bounds of Y* W. 
the Presbytery of Inverneſs, and Synod of Roſs, fo foon I Intir 
as he ſhall be Licenced, May i3. 1712. Poſt Merid. bB. 
Seſsion 12. . 4 
Act and Reference to the Commiſsion, concerning the Plant. L 
ing of Dingwall, and appointing a Letter to be written to V 
that Pariſh. Did. | 5 1 
Reference to the Commiſsion, to enquire into a Mortificati. R 
on by the deceaſt Lady Jean Campbell Viſcounteſs of n. WA C 
mure, for the Uſe of the late ſuffering Presbyterian Mini. c. 
ſters. Lia. 5 | 4.8 
Reference to the Commiſsion, of an Appeal by the Presby. I fes 
tery of Air, from their Synod, concerning Burſars 
' Dues. Ibid. 4 7 — 
Reference to the Commiſsion, to audite John Blair's A. 
compts. 16:4. 1 1 
Reference to the Commiſsion, concerning the Deficients iu 
paying in the two Quarter Centeſimas. Ibid, a 
Recommendation to Synods and Presbyteries, to ſend in to 
the Commiſsion, an Account of the Names of their Bur. 
ſars, when their Burſaries fall Vacant, what the ſame 
amounts to, and how paid: Mr. Daniel Campbell recom- 
mended to the Synod of Perth, and Mr. Patrick Pollock 
to the Synod of Glaſgow, Mr. Neil Simpſon, Mr. Wiliam ' 
Meleod, Mr. Neil M*kenan, and William Steuart, recom- 
mended to the Synods of Dumfreis and Galloway, for 
Burſaries. Ibid. | atk _ 
Reference to the Commiſsion, to think upon ſome Over- 
tyres for ſecuring the Compearance of Soldiers under 
Scandals, before Church Judicatories, May 14. 1712. 
Seſsion 13. | 


., 


— 


Mr. Andrew Sutherland and Patrick Cuming Students, re- } | 
commended to the Synod of Lothian, and Presbyteries of 
Dambar and Haddingtoun, to be preferred to Burſaries, 

when the ſame falls Vacant. Ibid. 225 - 22 

Reference to the Commiſsion, concerning the obtaining f 

2 Ibid. FA 


Acceſs to the vacant Church of Arbut 


FN RX. 


Yet y% Reſbrence to the C ommiſsion, concernin g Catechiſts che 
faction! Bourids of Braemar, Crathie, and other Places: therc- 
* 12 4 . / * . 

Wemit to the Committee of Bills, concerning the Call of 


Closburn, to Mr. George Mair. Ibis. „ 
bid, n Addreſs to the Queen, concerning-the-Qath of Abiura- 
veſter, tion, being Approven, His Grace Her: Majeſty's: Com- 
I miſsioner was pleaſed to undertako to tranſmit the ſame 
ſtance td Her Majeſty, May 14, 1712. Poll Maria, Seſsion 14d. _ 
g Mr. Reference to the Commiſsion, of all. Affairs referred by the 
lat General AGembly to their Commission, or Which 
nds of were depending before them, and not diſcuſt. 1bzz; 
ſool ¶ Intimation to Deficients, anent bringing in their Contri- 
geri, butions” for theſe. in Caunongate, who, ſuffered: by the 
kite Fire there, to John Eleghorn ; Asal ſo;, fon Mit Jabn 
lant. Lomi at New-Caſtle, Mr. John James Ceſar the German 
en to MY Miniſter, and Mr. Alexander M' cracſtan in Ireland, and 
paying the ſame to Nico. Spence, according to former 
cati. Recommendations. Jbid, Fs 
En. Committee named for conſidering further of the Pro- 
[n+ ceſs concerning the Call of Closburu to Mr. George Mair. 
74. EY, 3 | | 
by. er Majeſty's Commiſſioner was pleaſed to undertake to 
lars MW. tranſmit the General Aſſembly's Addreis to the Queen, 
concerning the Repreſentations made to Her Majeſty by 


- 


2 
0 Hep 


Ac. the late Commiſſion. May 15. 1712. Seſſion. 15. 
lt of Probationers for the holy Miniſt ry, and Students of 
sun W Diviniry, brought in, and ordered to be recorded. 
BY lid. "> SES: WE 2 1 
to leſerence to 1 of the Affair cotizerning the 
ur. Settlement of Mr. George Mair at Closburn. Ibid. 


ne lecommendation to all Synods, Presbyteries and Kirk- 


> niſters and Judicatories of this Church, and that GOD 
m would preſerve what He has wrought for us, and to 
n- return Thanks to GO D for bringing this Aſſembly to 
or ſo comfortable a Concluſion. id. 
roteſtation, Mr. Neil Steuart Factor for his Grace the 
Duke of Athol and others, againſt the Heritors of Dal, 
r por not inſiſting in their Appeal from the Synod of Perth 
„to this Aſſembly, concerning Mr. Thomas Menzies's 


Settlement there. Ibid. | ; 
'- FT Proteftation, Mr. David Anderſon and others, againſt Mr. 
f J William Hunter at Tyrie, for not inſiſting in his Appeal 
„I from the Synod of Aberdeen to this Aſſembly, in a Pro- 
I. ceſs againſt him. Ibid. 777 
I Troteſtation, Mr. James Guthry and others, againſt Cap- 
tain James Forreſter and 8 in the Pariſh of Cum- 
| | N | Meer- 
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mertrees, for not inſiſting in their Appeal from the Su.. 
of Dumfreis to this A embly, for not Reports yaa 
Archibald Steuart, Ibid, 88 . 8 4 
Intimation, to ſuch as are deficient in 


- * 
1 


paying in their Con- | 


- tributions for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, «that 

the Society's Treaſurer is to wait on 'them to Morray, 
Minutes of this and the'former Sederunts read aver” 

And a Committee named for. Reviſing the whole, 2 qd. 

Aſembly,ito 

Members, and to His Gra Ajeſty's Commit. 

Seneral Aſſembly, after they had gone through 1 1 

HDLY nad gone through their 


or receiving thereof. 1414. * 
leid.y 
giving Orders about printing the publick Acts 74; 
His Grace Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner's 8 
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